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Guide 


IN AF 0 US 


TO THE 


WATERING PLACES, 
And their ENVIRONS, 


Ox rr SOUTH-EAST COAST or DEVON, 


4 « O nature, how in every charm ſupreme! 

p Whole votaries feaſt on raptures ever new! 

: O! for the voice and fire of Seraphim, 

| Ts ling thy glories with devotion due.“ 
MINSTREZ» 
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EXETER: 
| | PRINTED BY TREWMAN AND SON, HIGH-STREST, 
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DESCRIPTION 


OF THE 


WATERING PLACES 


On the SOUTH-EAST COAST of DEVON, 
From the River EXE to the DART inclufire, 
. 


DawLlisH, TeiGNMOUTH, SHALDON, and Tongvax. 


— ws. 


—— 


By W. N . 


1 


WITH A 


SKETCH or THEIR LOCAL HISTORY; 


And a Tour to and conciſe Account of NoBLEMEN's and 
GENTLEMEN'S SEATS, and Objects in the Vicinage of 
each, worthy the Attention of the Anti ry, and 
Admirer of Pictureſque and Romantic . 


Embelliſhed with FOUR ETCHINGS. 


a 


— —— 


EXETER: | 
Printed and fold by TREWMAN and SON, High-ſtreet. 


Sold alſo by CADFLL and 31 vers, Strand, Tendon. ; and all other 
B - ſellers, 
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1 T1 acfen of the following pages, is 


. to lay before the ſtranger, in the firſt mflance, the 
1 fate of each of the watering places mentioned in the 
3 title, with a deſcription of their environs, to en- 


able him to determine WHICH ſhall be bis place of 


*$EJOUR, during the ſummer months; and in the 


next, when fixed in bis choice, to point out, and 


afſift bim in exploring, the objects that are worthy 
bis attention in the vicinity. | 


Where the deſign bas been fulfilled, the Autbor 
Teels it bis duty to aſcribe the merit to thoſe Gentle- 
men who have favoured him with their remarks 


#1 : 
5 — 42 ard 


— 


13 


and aſſiſtance; eſpecially to one, * to whom be 4s 


particularly grateful, 


The ſcenery of Devox, (particularly this part of 
the coaſt) altho' it has had the honor of a viſit from 
ſome eminent touriſis, has been too curſorily in- 
ſpefted,—15 far from being generally known,—and 
bas even been deſcribed as wanting thoſe traits of 


Picturęſque beauty, with which other diſtricts ahound; 


from this amputation it is but Juſtice to attempt to 
reſcue it, 
0 . 

Few counties can boaf? of having thcſe qualities 
in a higher degree than Dewonſbire, but (as elſe- 
auer) they do not aletays occur in turnpike 
roads. To diſcover the charms of X\TURE, ve muſ? 
follow ber fleps thro' the æcild glen, by the foaming 
river, and aſcend the fleep bill, clad | evith Jux- 


wriant foliage, to where the ſcatbhed rock riſes fron 


be romantic eminence im rugged majeſty; all the 
diverfities of which may be found even in the li- 


mited 
Rev. Mr. Swete, of Oxton- houſe. 
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1 
mited ride of one day, from the places before-mer- 
tioned; beſides the rich and more cultivated ſcencry, 
of the various ſeats and villas that decorate the 


Face of the country 
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The etchings that accompany the work, are merely 
given as ſketches, and may ſerve ts convey a better 


idea of the place deſcribed, 


A 3 DAWI.!{S1(1, 
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DAWLISH. 


« O Dawrtsn, though unclaffic be thy name, 
By every muſe unſung, ſhould from thy tide, 
To keen poetic eyes alone reveal'd, 
From the cerulean boſom of the deep 
(As Aphrodite rofe of old) appear | g 
Health's blooming goddeſs, and benignant ſmile 
On her true votary; not Cythera's fame, 
Not Eryx, nor the laurel boughs which waved 
On Delos erſt, Apollo's natal ſoil, 
However warm, enthuſiaſtic youth 
Dwelt on thoſe ſeats enamour'd, ſhall to me 
Be half ſo dear. Ta thee will I confign 
Often the timid virgin, to thy pure 
Incircling waves; to thee will I confign 
The feeble matron; or the child on whom 
Thou may'ſt beftow a ſecond happier birth, 
From weakneſs into ſtrength. And ſhould I view 
Unfetter'd, wich the ſound firm qudging mind, 
Imagination to return, array'd 
In her once glowing veſt, to thee my lyre 
Shall oft be tun'd, and to thy Nereids green, 
Long, long unnoticed in their haunts retired. | 


Nor will 1 ceaſe to prize thy lovely ſtrand, 


Thy towering cliffs, nor the ſmall babling brook, 
Whoſe ſhallow current laves thy thiſtled vale.“ 
Doꝛon man's Infancy, 


A4 DAW LISH, - 
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DawIIs f. (anciently Daldiab) is ſaid to 


derive its name from Dol- is, © a frnitful mead 


in a bottom,” or, © on a river's fide,” It has, 
within a few years, grown from an inconſide- 
rable fiſhing cove, to its preſent ſtate of im- 
provement and elegance. At firſt it was fre- 
quented by thoſe for whom the gaieties of Ex- 
MOUTH and TzIGNMO UTE had no charms, and, 
by degrees, in conſequence of the ſalubrity of 
its air, the convenience it affords for bathing, 
and its natural beanties, becoming better 


known, it has juſtly acquired wuch reputation, 


Da wis is charmingly ſituated in a valley, 


environed by high grounds on all fides but the 


' eaſt, where the ever- varying ocean-ſpreads its 


cerulean expanſe; fronting which, on the 
ftrand, are ſome good lodging-houſes, con- 
nected with the cliff; higher, on the hill, are 


five or ſix other buildings, well calculated for 


the reſidence of genteel families, proudly over- 


looking 
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looking thoſe below, yet conveniently retired, 
having a ſmall ſhrubbery in front, judicioufly 
contrived to ſcreen the obtruding chimnies, 
The moſt conſpicuous object from this part, 
however, is a ſtructure erected by Sir Hillium 
Watſon, after the Gothic ſtyle of architecture, 
exhibiting, in front, a kind of arcade, with 
columns and pointed arches, decorated with 
eſcutcheons and fret-work pinnacles, forming 
one of the moſt pleaſing ſpecimens of the 
Gothic manner; it ſtands, ſurrounded by a 
garden, ſtored with a variety of exotic plants, 
on one of the cliffs, overlooking the ſhore for 
a conſiderable way, with its high, craggy, and 
ſeparated rocks; communidins the reach oi 


Ter6xNMOUTH, and looking into the opening of 


 TokBay, Nearer the ſca, a whimſical mount, 


in imitation of the natural rock, has been 


raiſed, formed into a cell on the inſide. Far- 


ther up the vale, a row of neat dwellinss pre- 


ſent themſelves, among which are to be dit- 
einguiſhed the two inns, each poſſeſiins tole- 
A 6 rable 


? 


3 
rable accommodations. The griſt-mill oppo- 
ſite, ſo ſingularly ſituate, and pictureſque, 


ſeldom fails of attracting the ſtranger of more 
than common obſervation: it is an overſhot- 


mill, and the ſtream falling over a ledge of 


grave], ere it comes to the wheel, gives a ro- 


mantic air to the ſcene; above this, Where the 
valley becomes contracted, fix or eight genteel 
lodging-houſes are ſituate, fronting the ſea, 
having each a ſmall plot before them, incloſed 
with neat railing. From hence to the church, 
the diſtance is half a mile; on either ſide the 
road, there are ſtraggling cottages, that form a 
ſort of Ganenlon between the places; conti- 
guous to the bridge are two good and pleaſant 
houſes, near which appears another mill, where 


the ſcenery is alſo very pleaſing; the building 


itſelf is fimple and well diſpoſed; the winding 

road, and the trees intermingling themſelves, 

have a good effect, while the light poplars be- 

yond, and the bell cupola of the manor-houfe,* 

x give 

® Rented by Captain Schanks, but the property of J. 
Inglctt Forteſcue, Eſq, 
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give a grace of elegance, Oppoſite the laſt- 
mentioned houſe, ſtands that of Mr. Churchill, 
a very neat building, near which is fituate the 


church, a handſome Gothic ſtructure, ſur- 


rounded by elm rows of confiderable ſize; the 


ſouth front is very fine; between each of the 
ramified windows there is a nich, in ſome of 
which are the remains of mutilated ſtatues; 
and in a nich at the eaſt end, is one that has 
received no injury from the fanatics, who, 
probably, in the civil wars of King Charles 
the Firſt, deſtroyed the reſt. The walls are 
creſted with battlements, and ornamented with 
pinnacles. Nearly at the eaſt end riſes a pro- 
jecting turret, (which ſerves as a ſtaircaſe to 
the roof) pinnacled alſo, and of elegant archi» 


tecture. 


The vicarage-houſe ſtands encloſed by its 


gardens, which boaſt a naturalization, as it 


were, of exotics, that elfewhere require the 


4 foſtering 


_— OY nn 
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foſtering hand of art. It is ſheltered from the 
north by a high hill; and a ſcreen of elms de- 


fends it from the weſtern blaſts, 


DawrLtsn has no regular market, tho' it is 
tolerably well ſupplied with animal food, ve- 
getables, &c. by the neighbourhood; and an 
opportunity offers of ſending by the Te:gnmouth 
coach, that paſſes through the village three times 
a week to Ex ETER. The bathing machines are 
numerous and well conducted; and the beach, 


in front of the lodging-houſes, deſcends gently 


into the ſea, which is gencrally clear, and free 


from weeds, 


The Public Walk extends in a ſtraight line 


over the ſtrand, oppoſite the interminable ocean, 


and is kept in excellent repair, affording a 
moſt agreeable promenade, which may be length- 
ened by a ſtroll under the cliffs, that are here 
of tremendons height, bold and precipitous, 


though not of a very denſe and compact ſtra- 


tum, 


4 1 

$4 tum, as is evident from the incroachments 
which the ſurge, and its ſaline ſpray, have 
made on them, and the huge fragments that 
lie ſcattered at their feet; from whence the 
mineralogiſt may, at times, collect fine ſpeci- 
mens of iron- ore, in cluſtered globules. Thro 
a fiſſure, not badly repreſenting a Gothic door, 
a paſſage opens to a little beach below, of a fine 
and firm conſiſtence, where are ſome groteſque 
maſſes, which being of a more ſolid nature, 
have withſtood the buffetings of the aſſailing 
element; while the intermediate body, of a 
looſer texture, has ſuffered a decompoſition, 


and been waſhed away, 
== 
RIDES. 


A Tour to PowDERHA, Oxrox, MaMmneap, 
Sc. Total diftance about 14 miles. 


As if unwilling to part with its viſitors, Daw- , 
s H oppoſes fatiguing hills for them to ſur- 
| mount, 


( 14 ) ; 
mount, at either extremity, Having gained 5 
the ſummit of that, leading to STarcnoss, we 
have a view of the entrance to the Exx, the 
cliffs near BupLEIOn SALTERTON ; | 


ec and the diſtant coaſt, 


In miſts array'd; juft heaving into ſight 
Above the dim horizon; where the tail 
Appears conſpicuous in the lengthen'd gleam;“ 


and ſoon after, on the left, the fine eminence 
of MauHEAD, with a fir plantation, beauti- 
fully hanging on the fide of a hill, from the 
apex of which an ebelitk fhoots up, and marks 
the country, 


Entering a ſmall! common, we leave the 
STARCRO56 road for that which branches to the 
left, and which conduQts us thro' a ſhady lane 
to the dilapidated chapel of Corrox. Theſe 
ruins are ſeated above the road, and offer ſeve- 
ral good ſcenes for the pencil, being richly 
curtained with ivy; from the part that was 
originally the chance}, (and even now contains ; 
a monument) is a pretty viſta, thro a Gothic | 
arch, 
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( 18 ) 

arch, and a breach in the end wall, of the diſ- 
tant country, The ſketch given fronts this 
chancel. Soon after leaving Corrox, we re- 
join the Stareroſs road, at the ſod, ſouth-eaſt 
of which, ſeated on the beach beneath the 
high hills of Cockwood, is a pleaſant manſion, 


belonging to Dofor Drury, chief maſter of 
Harrow-ſchool, to whoſe taſte and agricultural 
enterprizes the country is indebted.) On the 
left, are two of thoſe ornaments of Devon 
which Mr. Gilpin well denominates © lime-kiln 
cafiles;” at the junction of theſe roads we 
catch a charming view of the noble river Exe, 
the town of ExuorRH, with the handſome row 
of brick houſes on Chapel-bill; and Marpoo!, 
the ſeat of V. Hull, Eſq —Starcroſs, which 
we now enter, is a charming village, fituate 
on the bank of the river, which it overlooks, 


as well as the oppoſite ſhore. The inn we raay 
rank among the moſt pleaſant of the houſes 
here, whoſe bow-window preſents a delightful 


* of the ſwelling Exe, from the town of 
TorsnA 


= 0. EE EP 


Torsnan to its eſtuary, Purſuing our route on 
the banks, we are led to Poꝛuderbam-caſtle 
the ſeat of Lord Viſcount Courtenay. This 
caſtle was probably firſt erected to repel and 
awe the invading Danes, who, before the con- 
queſt, made frequent incurſions on this coaſt, 
It has, of courſe, undergone many alterations 


and improvements fince that time, tho' it Rin 


appears to be an ancient ſtructure. The hand 


of taſte has ſwept away the wall that once in- 


cloſed a quadrangular court in front, with its 
heavy gate-way, and laid the houſe open to the 
park, which is well ſtocked with deer, and de- 
corated with ſome beautiful clumps of oak, 
beech, cheſnnt, and walmut-trees. Within 
its walls, the man of faſhion will be amuſed by 
the elegant decorations; and the amateurs of 
pictures by works of the old maſters, among 
which, the“ tribute money of Rubens” is of ſu- 
, perior excellence, 'The pleaſure grounds are 
exceedingly fine and extenfive, the ſhrubberies 
laxuriant, and the plantations flouriſhing, The 


Belvidere, 


— 4 ty re 9 . ; 
* - *Y 0 4 > " « 
. . * 
o , # * 
: 0 DO 2. „ * Fo bets F A; EY * hr 0 Ar 
2 P a» E * oj n a 5 4 J L a a 


| ( 47 ) 
Beluidere, erected by the late Lord Courtenay, 
is of a triangular form, with: an hexagonal 


tower on each corner ;—it commands a proſ- 


pect of the lovely interchange of ' wooded. 


heights and deſcending vales, with the majeſtic 
river Exk, rolling its congregated waters into 
the ſwelling ocean, its variegated ſhore from 


above Tors ha to ExXMOUTH, and the dark hills 


of WooDEuRy, with their fir-crowned ſummits 
{kirting behind. Croſſing the canal by an ele- 
gant bridge, we quit Powderbam, and paſs 
thro' the village, and near the handſome church 
of KENTON; about two miles from which is 
Oxton- Houſe, the ſeat of the Rev. J. Scocte, 
the delightful and pictureſque grounds of which 
abound with ſcenery worthy the pencil of their 
_ Proprietor, whoſe claſſic taſte has admirably 
diſplayed itſelf, in the judicious ſtyle the lucid 
fiream is taught to meander thro the fertile 
vale; in the charming walks that permeate the 
noble woods; and in the various ornamental 
buildin gs that grace its romantic eminences. 

We 


6 
We enter this fairy ſcene by a venerable gate- 
way, by which a cafcade foams violently over 
a buge maſs of ſtones; oppoſed to which is the 


clear expanſe of a tranquil lake, overſhadowed 


by ſome luxuriant trees, thro' the floating foli- 
age of which we behold the manfion-houſe, 
feated on a gently riſing lawn; this (as well as 
every part of the grounds) is indebted to the 
preſent poſſeſſor for the beauties and conveni- 


encies it has to boaſt, Tracing up the mur- 


muring rivulet, beyond a ruſtic bridge, we fol- 
low the windings of a path thro' the rich woods, 
and proceed on the heights to the co?tage; a 
pleaſure-houſe, built in the Gothic ſtyle, ſe- 
cluded among ſome fine oaks; round its walls 
the woodbine has hung its fragrant wreaths, 
which gives it an air of chaſte ſimplicity: from 
its windows we are preſented with a charming 
tract of country, | 


« Where palaces, and fanes, and villas riſe, 
And gardens ſmile around,” 


with many a catch of the gleaming river, from 


the 
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( 19 ) 


the walls of the city of ExeTzs to its union with 


the ocean,* We now re-enter a wood, and 
gain the gate that joins the public road; im- 
mediately oppoſite which, another gate opens 
into the extenfive lawns of Mambead, the 


property of the Earl of Liſburne, which offer 


to the eye a rich and uncloying banquet, its 
pleaſing undulations, and light verdure, re- 
lieved by rich maſles of ſhadow, interpoſed in 
elegant variety. But the proſpect this ſpot com- 
mands is its chief boaſt. Pœoderbam-caſtle, 
with its various plantations, and the villages 
that encircle it, are ſeen on this ſide of the 
river, which is alſo in full view, while the ho- 
rizon diſplays the hills of SouxzRSET and Dor- 
SETSHIRE; not far from the houſe, which is a 
noble ſtructure, and finely ſituated, ſtands the 
pictureſque church of Mambead, ſurrounded 


by 


* The ſeats of Bickham and Trehill have charme 
enough to induce the traveller to continue his excurſion, 
if agreeable. The grounds of each, beſide their own 
beauties, finely diſplaying thoſe of each other, 


(2) 


by theltering trees, and is a charming orna- 
ment to the lawn. Above the houſe, on the 
brow of HarDoy, riſes a plantation of firs, many 
of them of ſtupendous fize, amid which towers 
the ſtately obeliſk. As we advance 


40 — Beneath the ſhades 
Of ſolemn oaks, that tuft the ſwelling mounts, 
Thrown graceful round by Nature's careleſs hand,” 


we catch a glimpſe of Mambead cottage, 
ſweetly embolomed in rich foliage, and at- 
tended by thoſe rural accompaniments which 
ſhould ever mark and charaQeriſe a cottage, 
Having reached the extremity of thoſe charm- 
ing ſcenes, where are to be remarked ſome of 
the fineſt ilexes in the kingdom, we join a 
road that leads before the parſonage-houſe of 
Mambead; a modern building, ſeated high, 
and poſſeſſing a moſt extenſive view, yet de- 
fended from the rude blaſts by riſing hills and 
plantations; behind which we again view the 


obeliſs, The Ridge-way, on which we now 


travel, 


( 


travel, is one of the moſt pleaſant roads in the 


weſt of ENGLAND, from its height. 


« The burſting proſpect ſpreads immenſe around, 
And ſnatched o'er hill and dale, and wood and lawn, 
And verdant fields, and darkening heaths between, 
And villages emboſom'd ſoft in trees, 


And ſpiry towns, by ſurging columns mark'd 
Of houſehold ſmoke, your eye excurſive roams.“. 


Among the parts diſcriminated, are the neg- 
lected grounds of New-bouſe,* well worth, 
however, the attention of thoſe who are ad- 
mirers of fine trees; for here will be found 
Spaniſh cheſnuts, oaks, and beech, eſpecially 
two of the latter, contignous, not to be rivalled 
in the county. Having paſſed a direction poſt, 
we take the firſt lane to the right, and dip 
into a glen, following the courſe of a ri- 
valet towards DawL1sn, the tower of which 
is ſeen gleaming thro' the hedge-row elms; 
and gaining another road, a gate to the right 
permits ns a view of Zang, a. ſeat belong- 


ing 


* The property of Mr. Oxenham, who has unfortu- 
= tely laboured under mental derangement, for many years. 
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ing to Mr, Hoare, This is a handſome gothic 
edifice, decorated with battlements,* fituated 


in a verdant tho' narrow dale, ſurrounded by 


hills, which ſo completely ſhelter it from the 
bleak winds, that the climate muſt be as ſoft 
and ſerene as that of Cythera, Altho' the 
grounds are yet in an infant ſtate, we cannot 
fail of noticing the beauty of a ruſtic ſhed, 
fronting a coppice that clothes the hill to the 
right as we enter, We proceed from hence, 
thro the higher part of the village, to Daw!!/6 


Strand, 
LR 


Ride bro ASETON, &c. to FuLForD-Hovuse. 
Total 22 miles, 


We now trace up the ſame vale, thro' which 
our laſt route paſſed, the road being conducted 
nearly on a level, for two or three miles, about 


a 


The white bricks of which the battlements and 
ehimnies are compoſed, were invented and brought to 


perfection by James Templer, Eſq. 


V 


(23 ) 
a gun-ſhot above the plane of the valley, on the 
declining fide of a hill. Nearly on the firſt 
entrance to A/bcombe pariſh, in a ſmall ham- 
let, is one of thoſe pictureſque mills found in 
almoſt every dell of this county, From this we 
wind with the vale, whoſe breadth ſcarcely 
extends to a furlong, and frequently ſuffering 
by the ravages of the ſtream, to a bridge, which 


is thrown acroſs it, and climb a ſteep aſcent, 


by the church, to the heathy brow of HAL DOx, 


croſling the barren heights of which, to the 
weſt, we ſoon view that magnificent edifice, 
Haldon-Houſe, the reſidence of Sir Lawrence 
Palk, Bart, M. P. for the county of DRvox, 
ſtanding in an extenſive lawn, which is deco- 
rated with ſome ſtately «lamps of trees, and 
ſheltered behind by ſome flouriſhing and wide 
extending plantations, over which (on Penbili) 
riſes Lawrence Tower, a conſpicuous obje& 
from all the country to a vaſt diſtance, the ele- 
gant room of which preſents views as fine and 


grand as extenſive, From Harpon we dip 
into 
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into the dell and village of Asurox, paſſing 
near a dilapidated manſion of the ancient 
family of the Chudleigbs. We are now in 


a country where every new aſpe& offers a 
ſcene adapted for the pencil; the luxuriant 
growth of the moſs-clat trees, that hang on the 
hills; the rocky maſſes; add to the charms of the 
flowing Trix, now before us, on the banks of 
which we journey, for two miles, to DunsroRD, 


where the ſame piQtureſque ſcenery abounds; 


The dripping rock and monntain's miſty top 
Swell on the fight,” 


while the fine foliage of the oak overhangs the 
foaming river. Above this we find Ch:ford- 
bridge, which is alſo rich in woods; the ham- 
let beyond, and the hills, riſing in charming 
ſucceſſion, exhibit a moſt attracting aſſemblage. 
Before we reach the bridge, we diverge to the 
right, and aſcending thro' a ſtoney lane, are 
brought to Great Fulford-Houſe, The houſe 
conſiſts of a quadrangle, having a huge gate- 


way, whereon is an eſcutcheon, bearing the 


arms 


( 25 ) 
arms of the family of the Fulfords, We are 


informed that it ſuffered much during the great 


rebellion, when it was garriſoned on behalf of 
Charles the firſt, It has ſome excellent apart- 
ments, in which are ſome good paintings, par- 
ticularly a portrait of king Charles, by Van- 
dyke, ſaid to have been taken after his Ma- 


jeſty's condemnation, and given to Sir Francis 


Fulſord, as a teſtimony of royal approbation. 


This manſion ſtands pleaſantly on a gently rifing 
ground, having ſome good avenues of beech 


round it, and a fine piece of water, 


The romantic country thro' which we have 
already paſſed will not ſuffer by a retroſpec- 
tion, the pictureſque beauties being not at all 
inferior, when taken in this point of view, to 
that already ſeen. Having gained the aſcent 
of Har.pox, (from whence there are ſome ex- 
tenſive views) we travel a few miles on the 
Teignmouth-road, and ere we reach the ſouth- 


B ern 
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ern extremity,* turning to the left, deſcend 


to DawWLISH, 


— 


Ride from DAWLISH to TEICN MOUTH; —3 miles. 


Paſling before the houſe of Mr. Churchill, we 
climb a ſteep hill, and having croſſed a ſmall 
common, proceed thro' the little village of 
HoLcomse, at the next dell beyond which we 
enter a narrow lane to the left, and follow the 
- courſe of a ſmall ſtream, (that falls into the 
ſea) which preſents us with a very pictureſque 
waterfall, to the beauty of which the glen, 
between the terminating cliffs; the diſparted 
fragments of the rock; and the ocean ſkirting 
behind, greatly contributes. At a ſmall diſ- 
| tance to the eaſt of the above, the ſea has, by 
beating hard againſt the promontory, worn the 

| cliffs 

* Not far from this is a gate, opening into a narrow 
ane leading to Ludwel Chapel, the ruins of which ſtand 


in the lower angle of a field called Chapel Park, ſhrouded 
with alders. 


4 


(27. ) 
cliffs into caverns, and ſeparated the looſer 
parts from the more ſolid rock. This is a diſ- 
tinguiſhing point, from the ſingularity of a 
wide opening, like the arch of a ruſtic bridge, 
and of a huge maſs of rock* that ſtands detach- 
ed, as a pillar, amid the waves; from thence, if 
the tide permits, we ſhall find a pleaſant ride 
on the ſands, which are of firm conſiſtence; 
or, returning to the public road, aſcend the 
hill, from the apex of which we have a charm- 
ing proſpect of the rivers Exe and TRiGx, 
with a Jong ſtretching coaſt, loſt at length in 
the blue horizon; and having paſſed two or 
three gentee] houſes, ſeated on the fide of a 
hill, and overlooking the town, deſcend to 


Tue GNMOUTH, 


* Known by the name of the Parſon and Clerk, 


TEIGNMOUTH, 


03 


TEIGNMOUTH 


Demvzs its name from its ſituation at the 
u honcbure of the river TxIGN, tothe ſource of 
which I beg leave to conduct the reader. The 
Tie has its riſe on the foreſt of DARTMOOR, 
near GripLEIGH;—it was fo called by the Bri- 
tons, according to the beſt ctymologiſts, © in 
that its ſtream was pent up between impaſſable 
barriers” The country thro' which it runs is 
ancommonly wild and romantic, eſpecially in 
its infant ſtate, when it enters Gidleigb Park, 
which it divides in two parts. The right bank 
(tracing it towards the ſea) is covered by a ve- 
nerable wood, interſperſed with huge rocky 
fragments ; and the bold hill that riſes on the 
left, (in the poſſeſſion of a colony of rabbits,) 
trequently preſents hoary maſſes of granite, 
protruding 


( 29 ) 
protruding thro' the excavated ſurface, This 
ſcenery continues, with little variation, to 
CnacrorD, near which is a bridge of three 
arches over the ſtream, finely veſted with ivy, 
and accompanied by a moſt pictureſque view 
of the well-foliaged heights and winding vale, 
Not far from CnacrorD lies Viddon park, a. 
deſolate manſion, of little conſequence, but 
ſituated on a ſpot that boaſts ſome of the moſt 
_ enchanting rude pictures the hand of nature 
ever finiſhed, The rich encruſtations of the 
rocks, — the variegated tint of the moſſes that 
beautify the venerable trees, and render them 
fo valuable to the painter, luxuriantly abound 
in this neighbourhood, Nor ſhould we omit 


the fine ſcenery of RusnroRD, 


Where o'er the rocks the ſcarcely waving oak 
Fills the brown ſhade with a religious awe.” 


at the foot of which the Tz16x foams with 
great violence, its channel often interrupted. 
by large looſe ſtones, In the parith of Dxews- 
TEIGNTOY, (ſo named, it is conjectured, from 

33 _ * being 
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„being the town of the Draids on the Teign,” 
And truly, the wild, retired, and awfully impret- 
five ſcenes here found, ſuch as theſe formidable 
prieſts always choſe for their ſuperſtitious rites, 
independant of the many druidical remains ſtill 
extant, favour the etymology,) oppoſite Mid- 
don park, is to be ſeen the Logan-fone. It lies 
in the ſubject of our preſent diſquiſition : and 
had, as appears by the teſtimony of the neigh- 
bouthood, an oſcillatory motion, fome years 
fince, but it is now immoveable.* Below this 
is Fingal bridge, the ſcenery round which is de- 
licious; vaſt rocks of granite, adorned with 
the fine foliage of the oak, of the moſt fan- 
taſtic forms, here and there overhung with ivy 
and mountain ſhrubs, with the rapid ſtream, 
conſpire to form a ſeries of ſtudies, worthy a 
painter at the head of his profeſſion. Not far 
from Fingal bridge, (on Preſton farm,) are the 

| remains 


At no great diſtance from hence, on the left bank 


of the Teign, ſtands one of thoſe Biitiſh monuments, _ 
the Cromlech. 


remains of a camp, commonly attributed ©» 
the Danes. From thence the river divides the 
pariſhes of DvuxsrorD and BRIDTORD, whoſe 
bold hills ſtill retain the ſame clothing. On 
the right bank, in the pariſh of CarrsTow, 
is ſituate an old pile of building, now going to 
decay, belonging to William Helyar, Elq.—Ca- 
nonteign, ſo called from. its having been at- 
tached to the priory of Black Canons, of Mer— 
ton, Surry; ſome of the rooms ſtill retain their 
original form and dimenſions. It is, at this 
time, inhabited by a farmer ; below it, is a 
huge maſs of moorſtone, named, from its con- 
tiguity, Canonteigu rock, by which a waterfall 
daſhes furiouſly 


Beneath the precipice, 
Amid encircling groves, from cliff to cliff.” 


and ruſhing down the dell, ſoon - joins the 
Tt16N; the banks are now more cultivated tho' 
many a brown coppice ſtill crowns the neigh- 
bouring eminences, untill the ſtream is croffed 
by Chudlcigh bridge, above which ſtands S1obe- 

B 4 lake, 
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lake, a houſe re- building on the ſcite of the old 
one. The landſcape from hence is moſt de- 
lightful, having Cbudleigb rock full in view, 
and the charming meanders of the river, which, 
below New-bridge, is united with the waters of 
the WW: Toign, or Bovey river, and thro' fer- 
tile meadows proceeds to 'FEIG6NBRIDGE, over 
which the turnpike road from ExeTer to 
NewrTon BusnxI paſſes; and gradually widen- 
ing its congregated ſtreams, receives the canal 
(a work of great utility to the neighbourhood) 
at © the mar/b,” ſomewhat more than half a 
mile diſtant from NERWTON BusnEL, and is 
navigable for barges, and other ſmall craft, 
from thence to Tx16NMouTHn, and thro' a 
Rarrow gut, under the Neſs, diſcharges itſelf 
into the ſea. At its mouth it has diſgorged 
ſuch an immenſe body of ſand, (accumulating 
thro' a ſucceſſion of years) as to render it im- 
paſſable, tor veſſels of any deſcription, at low 


water. 


Tei GNMOUTH, 
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Te1G6NMOUTH, unlike many modern water- 
ing places, (the fortuitous growth of a few 
years,) may, from a variety of circumſtances, 
contend for the palm, with the moſt diftin- 
guiſhed of them; and has to boaſt not only 
ancient, but cv ut hiſtory, in the chronicles 
of other times, Tt is divided into two pariſhes, 
EasT-Tre1GNMoUTH and WEST-TRIONMOVUTR, 
ſeparated from each other by a ſmall brook 
called the Tame. Cambden dates the arrival of 
the Danes (who were ſent to diſcover the fitu- 
ation of BRITAIN) in the year 800; but Radon 
protracts it for nearly two centuries. On their 
landing here they defeated the natives, and 
killed the king's lieutenant, which theſe ban- 
ditti confidered as a moſt favourable preſage of 
future victory; and penetrating farther into 
che country, ravaged it to a conſiderable ex- 
tent. Nor have the Danes been the only foes 
to TzroNMouUTH;—it was plundered, and partly 
burnt, by the French, in later times;—it was 
then, however, a very poor place, compared 
B5 with 
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lake, a houſe re-building on the ſcite of the old 
one. The landſcape from hence 1s moſt de- 
lightful, having Cbudleigb rock full in view, 
and the charming meanders of the river, which, 
below New-bridge, is united with the waters of 
the Veſt Teign, or Bovey river, and thro' fer- 
tile meadows proceeds to TEIGN BRIDGE, over 
which the turnpike road from Ex ETER to 
NRWTON BusnsL paſſes; and gradually widen- 
ing its congregated ſtreams, receives the canal 
(a work of great utility to the neighbourhood) 
at © the marſh,” ſomewhat more than half a 
mile diſtant from NewTon BusnEL, and is 
navigable for barges, and other ſmall craft, 
from thence to TREIONuOUTEH, and thro' a 
narrow gut, under the Neſs, diſcharges itſelf 
into the ſea, At its mouth it has diſgorged 
ſuch an immenſe body of ſand, (accumulating 
thro' a ſucceſſion of years) as to render it im- 
paſſable, tor veſſels of any deſcription, at low 
water. 


TEIGNMuOUTR, 
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Tze1G6NMOUTH, unlike many modern water- 
ing places, (the fortuitous growth of a few 
years,) may, from a variety of circumſtances, 
contend for the palm, with the moſt diftin- 
guiſhed of them; and has to boaſt not only 
ancient, but eventful hiſtory, in the chronicles 
of other times, It is divided into two pariſhes, 
EasT-Tei1cnMouUTH and WEST-TRIGNMOUTR, 
ſeparated from each other by a ſmall brook 
called the Tame. Cambden dates the arrival of 
the Danes (who were ſent to diſcover the fitu- 
ation of BRITAIN) in the year 800; but Ri/don 
protracts it for nearly two centuries. On their 
landing here they defeated the natives, and 
killed the king's lieutenant, which theſe ban- 
ditti confidered as a moſt favourable preſage of 
future victory; and penetrating farther into 
ihe country, ravaged it to a conſiderable ex- 
tent. Nor have the Danes been the only foes 
to TRIO UHH zit was plundered, and partly 
burnt, by the French, in later times z—it was 
then, however, a very poor place, compared 

B 5 . with 
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with its appearance at the preſent day ;—but, 


like the Phenix, it aroſe with ſuperior beauty 


ſrom its aſhes. The brief that was originally 


made and collected for the relief of the dit- 


treſſed people, and for re- building the part 


deſtroyed, is ſtill in being. One of the new- 


erected ſtreets was named French-/treet, as a 


memorial of the unfortunate circumſtance, 


TEIGNMuOVU TA is diſtant about fourteen miles 
from EXETER; and 1s well ſheltered from the 


north and north-eaſt winds by rifing hills; at, 


'or rather near the foot of which, being partly 


on a gentle declivity, it ſtands, having the 
pleaſant village of SuAaLDon in front, the be- 
fore-mentioned river on the weſt, and the 
ide expanſe of ocean on the eaſt, The com- 
Merce ofTz16XMouUTH conſiſts chiefly of the ex- 
portation ofpype, or more properly potter s clay, to 
STAFFORDSHIREF, LIVERPOOL, &C. (which clay 
is brought moſily from the vicinage of TRION- 


BRIDGB, aud from the lands of James Templen, 
Efq, 
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Eſq. of Stover Lodge, at whoſe ſole expence the 
before-noticed canal was cut, and to whoſe 
patriotic exertions the country and trade are 
particularly indebted ;) the importation of 
coals, and the Newfoundland trade, —in which 
latter SHaLDoN alſo participates. The veſſels 
employed in taking the commodities to their 
reſpective markets, are built here, TrIGx- 
MOUTH has two inns,—the Globe, from whence 
a coach ſets off three times a week, paſling 
thro Dawrisn and STARCROss to ExETER, 
and returns the ſame evening + and Hubbard's 
Hotel, both poſſeſſing good accommodations. 
From Hubbard's billiard room you have a delight- 
ful and extenfive view up the river, which, 
under a calm ſky, when the tide is in, appears 
like a magnificent lake; while the clay barges, 
whoſe forms are truly pictureſque, and many 
a light {kiff cruifing to and fro, animate the 
water, and mark its receſſion. The country 
on each fide of the river is well adapted to the 
ſcene; and at the back, Ingſdon, the beautiful 
B G ſeat 
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ſeat of Mrs. Hale; and Highweek church, gleam 


thro' the circumjacent trees; while the hill 
that terminates the proſpect is crowned by a 


romantic rock, 


Wrsr-TEIGNMOUTR had formerly a charter 
for a market, held on a Sunday, which con- 
tinued to the time of Henry the Third, when 
the Sheriff's poſſe forced them to diſcontinue 
the irreligious practice altogether. There is, 
however, a market for poultry, butcher's meat, 
butter, &c. every Saturday, with which it is 
tolerably well ſupplied; vegetables and fruit 
alſo, when in ſeaſon, may be procured in 
abundance, Salmon, ſalmon-peal, ſea-trout, 
whiting, mackerel, and ſeveral other ſpecies 
of fiſh are taken here; and, by an excellent 
local regulation, the inhabitants are allowed to 
ſupply themſelves before any is fold to the dea- 
lers. There are ſeveral good houſes here ;— 
Teignmouth-bouſe, the reſidence of J. Baring, 
Eſq. late Member of Parliament for EXETER, 
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claims our firſt attention;—it commands fine 
and extenſive proſpects from its bow windows: 
and Bitton, the ſeat of Mackworth Praed, Eſq. 
enjoys nearly ſimilar views. Above the church 
ſtands Mrs, Boſcawen's cottage, which, from the 
ſingularity of its various decorations, has at- 
tracted general notice, H-Teignmoutb church 
is a cruciform building, near the centre of the 
town ;—ſeen from the oppoſite ſide of the 
river, the tower, which is deſtitute of battle- 
ments, appears to be much higher than it really 


is. The roof of this church is ſupported in a 
peculiar manner by the ramifications of a 
wooden pillar that runs up in the middle.— 
The interior contains two good galleries, and 
ſeveral neat monuments;—altho' theſe tablets 


are in general made up either of pompous 


enumerations of the virtues of the deceaſed, 


or are expreſſed in ſuch language as moves 
riſibility rather than excites ſerious reflec- 


tion; yet I maſt beg leave to introduce one, 


free from fulſome eulogy, and breathing an af- 


fectionate 


(98-3 
fectionate regret for a deceaſed child. It is 


erected to the memory of Mary Foote, daughter 
of the Rev. H. Foote, of Charlton-place, Keut.— 


« Endowed by Providence with an excellent un- 
derſtanding and affectionate heart, which were 
cheriſhed and improved by diligent cultivation, 
She had always given a moſt promiſing earneſt 
of mature virtues, when it pleaſed the Almighty, 
at an carly period, to terminate her ſevere pro- 
bation, Her patience and humble reſignation 
to the divine will, thro' a long and painful ill- 
neſs, endeared her to her afflicted friends; her 
fervent, yet rational piety, has left them no- 
thing to lament but their own loſs.” 


Encloſed in frames, are extracts from the wills 
of Sir J. E!will and Sir J. Ekvill, his ſon, con- 
taining an account of their donations, to be 
applied to the laudable purpoſe of educating 
poor children of both pariſhes. This church is an 


appendage to the living of BisHopPsTEIGNTON. 


EasT-Te1CNMOUTH is the grand reſort of 
gaiety and faſhion, and, as it is ſaid, was a 
borough that vied with ExeTex for antiquity, 

Here 
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Here you taſte the pure air, and enjoy an unin- 
terrupted view of the ocean, and © its change- 
ful ſcenery ever new.“ Here the beſt lodging- 
houſes are fituate, and may be hired, furniſhed 
or unfurniſhed, at the option of the tenant; 
and here ſtand the Public Rooms, a neat brick 
building, affording an agreeable lounge; it 
contains tea, coffee, aflembly and billiard 
rooms; and a ball is held here once every fort- 
night or three weeks, in the beginning of the 


ſeaſon, and more frequent as it adyances, 


A theatre has been lately erected on a ſpot of 
ground given for the purpoſe by Lord Viſcount 
Courtenay, and has been opened for the 
reception of the audience this ſummer.— 
The bathing machines are well contrived and at- 
tended, and the beach compoſed of a ſoft carpet 
of ſand, with here and there a layer of ſmall 
pebbles, ſlopes gradually into the ſea, which is 
generally very clear, free from weeds, and 
ſheltered from all but the eaſt wind, Near the 
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beach is Eaſt-Teignmo#u th church; —this venera- 
ble pile will, of courſe, attract the ſtranger's 
notice; the ſtyle of its architeQure carries its 
foundation back to the earlieſt periods of chriſ- 
tianity, and, with probability, it may be re- 
ferred to the Saxons, The round tower, con- 
nected with the ſquare one,—the windows nar- 
row, with ſemicircular arches,—and the cor- 
bels, (heads of men or animals, placed as orna- 
mental ſupports to the parapet) are marks of a 
Saxon, or, at the loweſt, of a Norman origin. 
There is a ſtriking ſimilarity in the architec- 
ture of this church and that of Biſbopfteign- 
zon;—the towers are nearly alike, and many 
circumſtances conſpire to prove the period of 
the foundation of that fine old ſtructure to be 
nearly coeval with it. The inſide of the building 
however is dark and inconvenient. It appertains 
to Dacoliſb church in like manner as We/t-Teign- 
mouth does to Biſhopfteignton. The miniſter is 


nominated by the joint concurrence of the two 


paſtors, and ſerves the parithes alternately. 
| WALKS 
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WALKS 


« The Walk,” as it is ſtyled, leads from the 
public rooms towards the ſouth, over an exten- 
five flat called the Den, (Dena terre, a low flat 
between hills) on which ſtands the fort, whoſe 
cannon, of whatever ſervice they may prove in 
defending the town, may, on gala days, join 
their roar with the general exploſions of tumul- 


tuous applauſe. The Den is compoſed of fine 


| ſand, interſperſed with large patches of a ſort 


of graſs that aſſumes a fimilar hue, and har- 


monizes finely with its brown particles. Here 
the inhabitants uſually promenade, and breathe 
the unadulterated air, for whoſe accommodation 
there are ſeats placed in agreeable fituations; 
from hence you may enjoy a view of the ſea, 
with the tall cliffs and undulating curve of 
Babicombe Bay, ending in a point called Hope's 
Nye; the coaſt to the north-eaſt, comprehend- 
ing ExmouTa and S1DMOUTH, to LyMe ; the 
fine proſpect up the river, whoſe ſweeping lines 


are 
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are ſkirted by many little hamlets; and the 
ſhipping in the eſtuary; to which we may add, 
the aſſemblage of beauty and elegance a ſum- 
mer's evening generally draws to the ſpot.— 
Among the ſcenes worthy the attention of a 
minute obſerver, that of ſean drawing is not 
the leaſt amuſing zit is performed by women, 
habited for the purpoſe, on whoſe countenances, 
as the centre of the net approaches the ſhore, 
expectation fits triumphant; ſhould the draught 
prove ſucceſsful, the clamour is univerſal; but 
if, alas! they get © an empty haul,” they drop 
the net, and the whole group ſilently ſteal off 


to their reſpective boats. Nor ſhould we pats 
over the ſmall fleets of fiſhing barks that arrive 


here every morning;—the anxious crowd of 
buyers that wait their return nor the paſſage 
boats, with their freights, that continually ply 


to and fro, and agreeably diverſify the ſcene. 


A very pleaſing walk leads to the weſtward 
of the town, by the fine grove near Bitton, on 
the 
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the turnpike road, and banks of the river; 


which may be varied by a return beneath the 
road, on the ſands, at the receſſion of the tide. 


From Eaſt-Teignmouth church you will find 
another leading towards DawL1sn, under the 
beetling arenaceous cliffs, where 


% Muſing onward to the ſounding ſhore, 
The lone enthuſiaſt oft will take his way, 
And liſt, with pleaſing dread, to the deep roar 
Of the wide weltering waves.“ 


On theſe cliffs, and indeed from every part. of 
the hill that backs the town, there are many 
good views;—the ſea, and the coaſt terminating 
in the opening of ToxBay;—the pleaſing hills 
and vales of SToxe and Coomsg, with a fre- 
quent dip into the river;—a part of the town, 
with the Den, and tiers of ſhipping, ſome 
building, others repairing ;—and the oppoſite 
village, are the moſt diſtinguiſhing features. 


From 


| 
| 


From TE16NMOUTH we ferry over to 


SHALDON, 


WIIcn lies near, and almoſt under, a pro- 
montory called the NV. It is in much eſtima- 
tion as a ſummer reſidence, and is viſited as ſuch 
by many genteel families. It contains fome 
good lodging-houſes, recently erected in fact, 
the whole place, generally ſpeaking, conſiſts 


of modern buildings; but the inhabitants not 


being reſtricted to any regular plan of building, 
the houſes are now ſeen to an evident diſad- 
vantage, from their ſcattered fituations; fome- 
times encroaching upon and interrupting the 
proſpe& and convenience of each other. Not- 
withſtanding this, it is a charming village, and 
(public amuſements and promiſcuous ſociety 


excepted) 
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excepted) is, in many points, ſcarce inferior to 


its oppoſite neighbour. SHALDON is the pro- 
perty of the Right Honourable Lord Clifford, and 
lies partly in the pariſh of Stote- in- teign- bead, 


and partly in that of Sr. Nicholas, to whoſe 
ſweetly ſecluded and pictureſque chapel there 
is a charming level walk of a ſhort mile; it is 
ſituate a little above the river, encircled by 


ſome venerable trees, 


« Who, as they ſhelter from th' annoying blaſt, 
| Shut from the vacant gaze the rich repaſt,” 
in the hamlet of RINGMORE, which conſiſts of 
a few neat cottages ; ſhipbuilding, chiefly for 
the Newfoundland and coaſting trade, is car- 


ried on to ſome extent here, 


Aſcending a ſteep hill from behind SAL 
ox, ſome agreeable walks may be found on 
Stoke (or rather Ringmore) common, command- 
ing ample proſpects of the eaſtern coaſt, even 
to the chalky cliffs of the Ifle of PoxTLAND. 
But the walk moſt frequented is on the beach, 

under 
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under the Neſs, which, as you approach the 
ſea, higher rears its precipitous head. The 
morning ſcene this beach preſents you with is 
ſublime;—the riſing orb, firſt breaking thro' 
the glowing horizon, an immenſe globe of fire, 
gaining in glory as it adyances, at times throws 
ſuch an infinity of iris hues on the ſmoking 
ocean, that it almoſt dazzles your fight; the 
luſtre is, however, well relieved by the dark 
ſhade of the jutting promontory, round which 
you may climb on the huge maſſes of red grit 


the ſcowling tempeſt and the tooth of time 


have gnawed from the rugged ſides of the pa- 


rent rock, until you have loſt ſight of all traces 


of cultivation, and nothing but the ſwelling 


boſom of the ocean receives your excurſive eye. 


The contiguity of Te16xMouTH and SHAL- 
DON, (being only ſeparated by the before-men- 
tioned paſſage, which is ſeldom dangerous) 
renders the rides of one equally applicable to 


the other. 


RIDES, 


A 
4 
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RIDES. 


Various little excurſions may be made for an 


hour or two, en horſeback, on the healthy 


* down of LITTLE Harpo, &c, which we ſhall 


| paſs over, and haſten to thoſe more attractive, . 
advertiſing the reader, however, that there 
are other roads to and from the objects we viſit, 


beſides thoſe which, for the convenience of 


' ſecing other ſcenes, we ſhall take. The 


grounds and pleaſant ſeats of Mambead, Orton, 


Powderham, &c. may be ſeen in a day's ride, as 


well from TRIGN MOUTH as DAwLisn. 


| Ride to TinDrIDGE. UcBROOKk Park, and 


CHUDLEIGH;—return by KINGSTEIGNTON ;j— 
.4 
total about 16 miles, 


On leaving TxieN MOR we take the road 


0 BIsHorSsT EIGEN TON, (i. e. theBisHop's Town, 


upon the river TRGS) before whoſe antique 


church 
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church it paſſes; the ſimilarity of this ſtructure 
and that of Eajt-Teignmouth church, has been 
already noticed; but this has to boaſt a moſt 
beautiful ornamented arch, in the Saxon form, 


thrown over the weſtern entrance to the church. 


Old Walls, as it is now called, claims our next | 


notice;—it was an edifice erected by Biſhop 
Grandiſon, for the reception of old and unbene- 
ficed clergymen, His endowments were never 


ill placed: they were not for the maintenance 
of the drone, but for thoſe whoſe day of labour 


had paſt, and whoſe means were inſufficient for 
the ſupport of old age and decrepitude, and 
who, moreover, from their ſacred function, 
were incapacitated from ſecular occupations, 
was this hoſpital raiſed; the eaſtern end of the 


chapel, and the walls to the ſouth, compriſe 
nearly the whole of what now remains of the 


original building; its antiquity, if there were 
no records to carry it back to the time of Ed- 
ward the Third, in the beginning of the four- 
teenth century, might be traced in the cor- 
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roded ſtones, its windows, and overſpreading 


ivy. The ſouthern walls now form part of a 
large ſquare incloſure, containing a barn, &c. 
and in the inner area is a farmer's yard. It is 
a poſſeſſion of the Rev. Mr. Comyns, of Mood, 
who is alſo lord of the manor of Biſbopſtel gnton. 
From thence you proceed to Lindridge, a capi- 
tal manſion, fituate in a rich lawn, beautifully 
wooded, The buildings, now in part taken 
down, it is recorded, once covered nearly 
an acre of ground; a room, preſerved in the 
ſtyle it was originally fitted up, conveys a ſpe- 
rimen of the ſplendor of its ancient inhabitants. 
The proprietor, the Rev. John Templer, has a 
valuable collection of paintings, by Yandervelt, 
Vanbloom, and other eminent maſters, which 
decorate its walls, From Lindridge a ſheltered 
lane takes us to the turnpike road, at a ſmall 
diſtance from the gate of Uzbrook, the ſeat of 


the Right Honourable Lord Clifford, whoſe noble 


C park 


* A moſt charming ride will be found through a de- 


lightful wood, leading from Lindridge towards Sandy- 
Gate. 


— 


—— —— Low 
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Park you enter by a ſtately avenue of luxuriant 
growth; this is one of the moſt charming ſpots 
Devon has to boaſt;—whether we trace the 
ample walks, ſhadowed by the richeſt foliage; 
whether we follow the wild ſweeping vales, 
adorned with beautiful hanging woods;—or 


accompany the “ ſlow, winding, deep, ma- 


jeſtic flood;”—or whether, 


c Pleaſed, we turn and ſee the turrets riſe 
In rough majeſtic grandeur to the ſkies;“ 


we muſt agree with the poet, who ſo ably de- 


ſcribes its beauties, that 


— — Collected here, 
As in one point, all nature's charms appear.“ 


Leaving theſe happy ſcenes, by aſcending a 
hill, (on which ſtands a direction poſt) you are 


preſented with a pleaſant proſpect of the town 


of CyuDLEeicn, the vicinity of which abounds 
with pictureſque views, and to which we ſoon 
deſcend, CHUDLEIGH is a ſmall town, diſtant 
nine miles from EXETER, and about ſeven from 
TzrG6xNMoUTH, and thro' it paſſes the road from 


EXETER to PLYMOUTH, which greatly contri- 


butes to enliven it; here are two inns, od 


very 
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very good, the King's Arms, and the C!iford's 
Arms. Near this. town the B/bops of Exeter, 


(who procured a charter for a market, and two 


fairs for the place) had a magnificent palace, 
the remains of which are till viſible. Proceed- 
ing on the 4/bburton road a ſhort half mile, you 
catch a view of Chudlleigb rock, an immenſe maſs 
of marble that riſes towards the weſt, almoſt 
perpendicularly, with a bold majeſtic front, 
adorned by a rich veſt of ivy, and ſtained by a 
variety of moſſes, while out of the chaſms of 
the rock an infinity of pendulous plants 


« Stream in the wanton wind,” 


About midway down the cliff, is a large cavern, 
whoſedreary intricaſies may be purſued by thoſe 
who have an inclination, the expedition being 
attended with ſome danger. There is a ſuperſti- 
tious tradition, that a ſort of fairies inhabit the 
gloomy receſſes; (I do not, however, rank them 
with the di ſagreeables the explorer has to en- 
counter) and to this day the labourers on the 
Ume-kilns call it © the packſey, or piſbie- ble. A 


2 * 
2 rugged 


| 
| 
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ragged foot-path will attract the admirer of the 
piftureſque, toward a romantic water-fall, the 
muſic of which ſwells upon the ear, before the 
ſtream that produces the ſound can be diſcovered 
by the eye, which 


— “ Loft within the lab'rinth of the wood, 
Thro' tracks untried, now drives its roaring flood, 
In loud confuſion, o'er the broken teep, 

Abruptly pours, and daſhes down the deep, 

From crag to crag the tumbling waters bound, 
And foam, and fret, and whirl their eddies round, 
The rugged bed of huge mifhapen ftones 

Beneath the rude tumultuous torrent groans 
Whilſt aged oaks, by wanton nature bred, 

O'er the deep gloom their thick luxuriance ſpread.” 


Returning to the turnpike road, you paſs Law, 
an excellent houſe, the property of Lord Cl:;A 


ford, whoſe valuable woods enrich all its neigh- 
bourhood. It is now converted into a board- 
ing- ſchool for young ladies; — the advantage ot 
poſſoſſing fo charming and falubrious a ſpot, 
for a ſeminary of this deſcription, is, of courſe, 
felt by the preſent tenant. Inſtead of croſſing 


the Irix, which ſoon meets the view, take 


the left hand road, by a mill, which brings yon 
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at length to the turnpike-road from Exz- 
TER to NewToN Bus$neLt, and having 
paſſed Sardy-gate, a public-houſe on the road 
ſide, diverge again to the left, thro' the village 
of KINGSTEIGNTON, and follow the banks of 


the river to Te16NMOUTH. 
+ —— 


Excurſion from Tei16NMouTH, tbrough Kincs- 
TEIGNTON fo STOVER and BECKY-FALL, re- 
turning tbrongb HiGHWEEK and NEWTON,— 
Total about 28 miles, 


We now re-trace our laſt road, on the banks 
of the Tz16N, which, ſpreading its ſmooth 
ſheet beneath, receives the eye;—oppoſite you 
ſee Rincmos, and around it many a ſmoking 
cottage, ſcattered among the fertile meadows, 
Coombe Cellars, ſtanding in a moſt pictureſque 
fituation, advances into the tide, and meets 
your eye, while above it the tower of Coombe- 
in-teign- bead church gleams thro the hedge-row 
elms;—below the road lie the farms of I7ar, 


C3 enjoying 
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enjoying a charming proſpe& of the river. 
K1NnGSTEIGNTON, to which you now arrive, is 
a ſmall village, heretofore very much afflicted 
with agues; but the marſhes which contained 
the ſtagnant water, that occaſioned the diſeaſe, 
have now, for the moſt part, been drained, and 


the pernicious ma/ma conſequently removed. 


The church has a good effect, with its grove 
of tall elms, ſcen from many points ;—1t has in 
it a tomb, on which the following is inſcribed: 

Richardus Alam, hujus Ecclefiee 
Vicarius, obiit Feb. 10th, 1670. 


Apoſtrophe ad mortem; 
Damn'd tyrant! can't prophaner blood ſuffice, 
Muſt prieſts that offer be the ſacrifice ? 
Go tell the Gem! that in Hades lye, 
Thy triumphs o'er this ſacred Calvary, 
"Till ſome juſt Nemeſis avenge our cauſe, 
And force this ki/l-prieft to revere good laws! 


It would, perhaps, be difficult to produce an 
inſcription parallel to this; and it certainly 
may be conſidered as better adapted to a hea- 


then cenotaph, than to a chriſtian miniſter. 


Contiguous 
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Contiguous to the church-yard are the ruins: 


of what is ſuppoſed to have been a prebendal- 
houſe, and by it a mill, both very pictureſque, 
About half a mile from K1nGsTEIGNTON, you 
enter on Teign-bridge, the two arches of which, 
that are thrown over the river, are conjectured 
to have been built on fractured Roman but- 
treſſes. The Roman road from ExeTeR, over 
HarDon, thro' ToTnNess and BRENT, into 
CorNnwaLL, being traced to this ſpot, ſtreng- 
thens the ſuppoſition;—on the right is a very 
neat houſe, not a little ornamented by a noble 
oak that grows on the oppoſite bank of the 
river; ſomewhat farther, on the oppoſite fide, 
are ſome buildings, erected by James Templer, 
Fſq. the proprietor of the adjacent canal, as 
receptacies for the cubes of clay that are cut in 
the neighbourhood ; at the turnpike gate, one 
mile from NewTos, we follow the right hand 
road, that takes us by the elegant church of 
TrioxncrAce, whoſe blue ſpire ſhoots up, and 
is a fine object from many parts of the ſur- 
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rounding country, | Stover Lodge, the ſeat of 
Mr. Templer, is an excellent houſe, built with 
granite, having a pleaſant garden, and a hot- 
houſe attached to it, and overlooking a fine - 
piece of water ;—crofling BovEYHEATHFIELD, 
on the left, lies a coal-work, which will draw 
the attention of the naturaliſt; it produces the 
lignum File common in ſome parts of GER.“ ͥ 
MANY; there has lately been a ſteam engine 


placed on it, to free it from the water that has 


for ſeveral years inundated the pit; by its ſide 


a building is juſt erected for the manufacture of 
earthen- ware, where, according to the pun 
of the country, © people burn their goods, 
and are never the worſe for it;” nearer the 
town is another pottery, which has been 


eſtabliſhed many years at Invio. Some part 
of the entrenchments viſible on BoVvET HEATH 


FIELD, were thrown up and occupied by 
Lord Wentworth, who was defeated here by 
a detachment from the army of Sir Thomas 

Fairfax, 
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Fairfax, then blocking ExxT ER, and loſt 
400 horſe, 100 foot, and 6 ſtandards, one 
of which was the King's ;—quitting the town 
of Bovsy Tracer, at its weſtern extremity, 
you proceed by a mill to ſkirt up a moſt ro- 
mantic vale, and taking the left hand road on 


entering the barren downs, you aſcend to 
ManarToNn, a ſmall village, on a bleak but 


romantic ſituation; here nature works with 
rade materials; huge unwieldy ſtones, and 
ragged hills, covered with the © many-fingered 
fern,” are ſpread around, while ſcarce a tree, 
that merits the name, is {cen in the fences, 
whoſe very bruſh-wood cringes and ſhrinks 
away before the prevailing wind. The ſcathed 
rock of Haytor, with a range of brown hills, 
that ſo frequently formed the diſtance to our 
coaſt views, lies before us; this deſert country 
reminds us of the poet's deſcription of Swiss— 


ERLAND :— 


« No vernal bloom the torpid rocks diſplay, 
But winter, ling'ring, chills the lap of May.“ 
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From Max Aro a lane conducts thro' a conti- 
nuation of the ſame barren country, and having 
crofled the Bec, or rivulet, (a ſynonimous term, ) 
a gate on the left opens into a wood, which 
contains the ultimate object of our journey, 
Should the rains have been favourable, and 
ſwelled the ſtream to its banks, (as in time of 
drought none of theſe mountain ſtreams are of 
conſequence) the fatigue of the ride will ſoon 
be forgotten. A cottage, which from its ſitu- 
ation amid this romantic and wild ſcenery, is 


a moſt attractive object, offers a ſhed for your 


horſes, and one of the woodman's children may 


be taken as a guide, tho' the contiguity of the 
cataraQ precludes the neceſſity of ſuch a mea- 
ſure; from the cottage you proceed beneath 
trees, clad with hoary moſſes, and by unwieldy 
fragments of moor-ſtone, to the fall, which 
drives its torrent with great violence over a 


heap of huge unconnected rocks, ſometimes 


parting and plunging into the interſtices of its 


wild bed; and at others, boiling up and preci- 
pitating 
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pitating its tumultuous ſtream from rock to 


rock, when having 1cached the foot, it“ whirls 
its eddies round, and daſhing forward into the 
wood, is ſoon loſt in the ſombre maſſes of its 
ſhade. Near this is a moſt curious cavern; 
and not a great way diſtant is the before-men- 
tioned Haytor rock ;—indeed the whole vicinity 
claims the attention of every eye that delights 
to peruſe the ſportive and romantic page of 
rature, 

As it will be difficult for the ſtranger to find 
his way from the vague directions of the pea- 
ſantry, it will be moſt adviſable for him to pur- 
ſue his road to the church of L gion, and from 
thence to get into the A/bburton turnpike road; 
midway between the fourth and fifth mile 


ſtones, a gate opens into a lane on the ſouth- 


eaſt, near which, a path-way branches off lead- 
ing to moſt remarkable oak, belonging to Lord 
Clhford; it lies about half a mile from the Bovey 
and Newton road, having eight large trunks. 


f 
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riſing from one ſtool, forming a moſt ſtately 
head, and is well worth the attention of the 
curious, —Before us 


« The decent church that tops the neighb'ring hill” 


of HiG6HWEEK is ſeen, to which we ſoon aſ- 
cend. HiGaweexk (as the termination of week, 
vic, or vica, a village, denotes) was originally 
a Roman ſtation; the veſtiges of an encamp- 
ment are ſtill viſible in a garden belonging to 


a farm called Ca/tle-ditch, This pariſh includes 


that part of NRW TON (which is our next ſtage) 
that has the adjunct of BusneLL, or as it was 
more properly named BussELL, from a family 


of that name, who then refided at BRADb LEV. 


At NewTox there are two good inns, the 


Sum and the Globe; it having nothing remarkable 


to boaſt, we may return by our former road to 
Tzi6NMOUTH ; or by the way of Starnon, 


which our next route will deſcribe. 


Excurſion 
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Excurſion from SHALDON to NEwTON, BERRX- 


CASTLE, and ToTNEss, returning thro' ITE“ 
ren, DEnNBURY, &c. 70 Te:G6NMOUTH,— 


Total about 29 miles. 


From SHALDON we take the road before de- 
ſcribed to RincMoRE, having the river on our 
right, the bank of which, (having paſſed two 
or three farm-houſes) above A/bbrook bridge, 


preſents a charming proſpet. Coombe Cellars, 
ſtanding on a neck of land; the fine ſheet of 


water; the village of BisHoPsTEIGNTON; the 
two beautiful farms of Wear; and the hills near 
NewrTon and Bovzr, are the moft diſtinguiſh- 
ing features;—the village of Coomss, (an ab- 
breviation of Coombe-in-teign-bead,) about half 
a mile further on, has nothing remarkable in 
it, if we except the wicarage-houſe, a neat and 
ſingular building, the refidence of the Rev. 
B. IW. IWrey, ſcreened from the noiſe and buſtle 
of the road that paſſes beſide it ;—beyond 
COOMBE a lane to the left takes us to Haccombe, 
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a manſion belonging to Sir Thomas Careto, Bart. 
This, we are informed, * 1s the ſmalleſt pariſh 
in ENGLAND, as to the number of dwellings, 
which are two only, the manſion-bouſe and the 
parſonage.” © Haccombe enjoys very extraordi- 
nary privileges. It is not included m any 
hundred: no officer, either civil or military, 
hath a right to take cognizance of any proceed- 
ing in this pariſh; and by a royal grant from 
the crown, it was exempted from all duties and 
taxes, in conſequence of ſome noble ſervices 
done by an anceſtor- of the Carews.”* Near 
the honſe ſtands a moſt pictureſque chapel, 
behind which a wooded hill riſes, and is no 
ſmall ornament to the lawn; this chapel con- 
tains ſome very curious monuments of the Ca- 
rew family, and that of L'Erchedecon's, who 
married into it; on the ſouthern door 'are 
ſtill to be ſeen the remains of four horſe- 
ſhoes, ſaid to be taken off a horſe's feet that 
ſwam with one of the Carew's a confiderable 


diſtance 


Prince. 


2. 
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* diſtance into the ſea, and back again, whereby 
9 he won a wager of a manor of land. The 
f Chapel of St. Nicholas, at RI NGMORR, is re- 
markably ſimilar in its form to this, and was 
Te built alſo by one of this ancient and diſtin- 
guiſhed family. Aſcending a hill, we are 
brought to a common called MiII BER Down, 
from the ſummit of which there 1s a moſt ex- 
tenſive proſpect. The meanders of the Tercn, 
from Teign bridge to the Salmon-Mear, are 

pleiniy diſcovered; above it we ſee Stover- 

Lodge, Ingſdon, and the range of hills behind; 
' farther to the right is ſeen Halo, with 

Lawrence tower; and oppoſite the village of 

K1nGsTEIGNTON, Whoſe church is, as it were, 
emboſomed in trees. At the foot of M1LBER 
- Down, is Ford, © a neat and fair houſe,” built 
by Sir Richard Reynell, (third ſon of Sir Richard 
Neynell, of Ogwell,) an eminent lawyer, in the 
; reign of King James the Firſt, it is ſuppoſed on 
the ſcite of an abbey, that gave the adjunct of 
Ak RO 
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AxmBOT to that part of NewTox, ſituate in the 
pariſh of WoLBoRoVUGH. 


In the year 1025, King Charles the Fir 
took up his abode here, with his ſuite; and 
one day after dinner, in the dining-room, at 
Ford, conferred the honor of knighthood on 
Richard Reynell, of Weſt Ogwell, and Thomas 
Reynell, his brother, who at that time was 
ſewer to his Majeſty's perſon, ** in preſence of 
their wives, and divers Iords and ladies; ſaying 
unto them, God give you joy.” King Charles 
the Firſt viſited Ford a ſecond time; and Milliam, 
Prince of Orange, afterwards King William 
the Third, of auſpicious memory, ſlept here, 
after landing at BRIxXhAu, in Torbay. The 
daughter and heireſs of Sir Richard Reynell, 
married Sir William Waller, Knt. general of 
the parliamentary forces; from the active part 
Sir William took in the commotions of his day, 
it is preſumed, he did not often reſide at fo 


great a diſtance from the metropolis It ap- 


pears, 
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pears, however, from his “ Recollections,“ that 


he built and endowed a work-houſe, for the 
poor of NewToN-ABBoT, and erected a market- 
bouſe there, as a palliative for his having un- 
juſtly attempted to deprive the Yardes of 
BRA DLR of the benefits of the market. His 
daughter and heireſs, by her marriage with 
Sir William Courtenay, brought Ford to that 
noble family to whom it now appertains. The 
houſe ſtands in a lawn, retired from the road, 
and oppoſite it is a ſmall deer-park. Beyond 
Ford is the © Wipowe's-Hovsz,” bearing this 
inſcription on its front, —- 


ce Iſt ſtrange a Prophet's Widowe poore ſhovlde be, 
vt ſtrange then is the Scriptvre ſtrange to thee.” 


It was founded by Lady Lucy, (wife of Sir 
Richard) Reynell, for the reception of four* 
poor clergymen's widows, each of whom re- 


ceive alſo an annnity of five pounds per an- 


num, built on a charming ſpot, overlooking 
| , the | 
* The Feoffees have altered the original inſtitution, 


and have divided it among two only, each receiving 10!. 
per annum, 
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the Tx16N, and a fine ſweeping wood“ that 
runs to the water's edge, with the clay-ce/lar; 
of Hackney in front, and part of KI xOGSsTELOx- 


TON village, 


Paſſing through the town of NewrTox 
ABBorT, and following the Totneſs road, we 
view on the right Bradley, and ſoon after, 
on the left, I/olborough church, ſeated boldly on 
a hill. This church is what is termed a dona- 
tive, being the individual property of Lord 
Viſcount Courtenay, under the inſpection of the 
grand metropolitan alone;—it exhibits a good 
ſpecimen of gothic architeQure, of a light and 
airy conſtruction; the chancel contains a hand- 
ſome monument of Sir Richard Reynell, of Ford, 
who, with his wife and children, are repre- 
ſented at full ſize in ſtone; much of the primi- 
tive chaſte fimplicity of the tomb has been de- 
ſtroyed by profuſe gilding and colouring. By 
its ſide is the pew belonging to the cler- 


gymen's widows before ſpoken of, over which 


15- 


From whence the oppoſite view was taken. 
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is a curious account of the neceſſary qualifica- 


tions they are to poſſeſs, and the rules they are 
to obſerve to entitle them to the reſidence and 
annuity :—* they ſpall be noe gadders, goſſuppers, 
tatlers, tale-bearers, nur given to reprocheful <vords, 
nor abuſers of anye. And noe man may be lodged 
in anye of y* ſaid houſes; nor any beare, ale, or 
zyne, be ſould in anye of ye ſatd bouſes, &c.“ 


This edifice was once decorated with 
« Storied windows richly dight.“ 


The late worthy rector, the Rev. IF. Hugo, 


worthy of preſervation, and diſtributed it in a 
fanciful manner among the different windows, 


giving each ſome part. 


Proceeding on the turnpike road to a direc- 


tion poſt, nearly three miles from Torvzss, 
a lane to the left leads to that noble ruin, Berry- 
caſtle, which we ſhall have occaſion to viſit, 
and ſpeak of hereafter, and for the preſent 


continue 


carefully collected whatever could be found 
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continue our ride to ToTness, The veſtiges 
of the Roman road are till to be traced here; 
this town was once environed with a wall, and 
had four gates, tho' the ſouth-gate 1s the only 
one now in exiſtence, It was defended by a 
caſtle,* built, it is ſaid, by one of the De la 
Zouch family, on a mound raiſed for the pur- 
poſe; the walls of it, mantled with ivy, are 
ſtill extant, and aſſume a venerable appearance, 
The people of this town were ſo remarkably 
loyal, that in the reign of George the Firſt, 
they preſented an addreſs to his Majeſty, where- 
in they begged his acceptance of four ſhillings 
in the pound land-tax, and alſo aſſured him, 
if the ſervice required it, they would freely add 
the other ſixteen ;—but the chief boaſt of Tor- 
NESS is the noble river DART, which runs at 
its foot; this river has its riſe on the foreſt of 
DaRTMOOR, the ſource of moſt of the Devon- 
SHIRE reams, at Cranmere pool, from a large 


morals 


* Some aſcribe the building of this caſtle to Judhae! 
de Totnais, who erected a caſtle, alſo, at Dartmouth, 
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moraſs of brown fibrous peat ; about two miles 
ſrom its ſpring, it divides, the moſt conſide- 
rable of its branches running by Two Bridges, 
an inn on the moor, and Prince Hall, the pro- 
perty of Sir Francis Buller Yarde Buller, Bart, the 
confluence of the two ſtreams is named Dart- 


meet, where once ftood a moſt romantic bridge, 


formed of huge fragments of rock, ſupported 


by others placed perpendicular, parts of which 
are now to be ſeen, and are here, (as higher up 
at Poſl-bridge,) well worth the attention of the 
Aris traveller. The river paſſes from thence 
near Spiichæbick park, Lady Afhburton's; and Holne 
Chace, on which is beautifully ſituated a Lodge 


belonging to Sir Bourchier Wrey, Bart, the 


ſcenery round which, rocks, woods, &c, is 
pictureſque and romantic in an uncommon de- 
tree, The holly trees aſſume a peculiar cha- 
racter on this ſpot. Purſuing its way, it ſkirts 
the extenſive woods of Buckland, where Mr. 
Baftard, Member of Parliament for the county, 


has a beautiful cottage, and to which, at a vaſt 


EX Pence, 
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expence, (hewn thro' the rocky ſtrata which 


thruſt themſelves into the DART) he is con- 
ducting a moſt charming road, —Daſhing its 
waters beneath Holne bridge, the ſtream mean- 
ders thro' fine hanging woods, until it ap- 


proaches the venerable ruins of Buckfaft Abbey, 
which claim the attention both of the antiquary 


and the painter, Thence paſſing underneath 
Dart bridge, over which the road from Asa- 
BURTON to PLyYMouTaA hes; it ſoon enters a 
fine range of verdant meadows, often beſprin- 
kled with the foliage of ſome rich coppices, 
and every mile increaſing in conſequence; 
having paſſed Staverion bridge, where the ſce- 
nery is highly pictureſque, it winds around the 
fine and elevated woods of Dartington, the an- 
cient houſe of which ſtanding on a rifing ground 


near the church, 


„ Ofer the level plain 

Of ſpacious meads, with cattle ſprinkled o'er, 
Conducts the eye. — 
Where far heyond, and overthwart the ftream, 
That, as with molten glaſs, inlays the vale, 
The ſloping land recedes into the clouds.“ 
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This is a ſtately pile, with a quadrangle in the 
0 iddle, of nearly an acre; it was evidently 


5 divided into diſtinct tenements of yore, and 


© tradition reports the knights templar as its ori- 


f ginal inhabitants. It contains a ſingular hall, 
of large dimenſions; and alſo ſome capital 
paintings, brought by its proprietor, Arthur 
© Champernowne, Eſq. from ITary, The Daxr, 
below DARTINGTON, is, in many parts, ex- 
tremely pictureſque; it winds from thence 
to Torxkss, and is navigable from below 


the bridge to DARTMOUTRH. 


Retracing our former ſteps, about three miles 

: on the Newton road, we now diverge to the 
left, thro' the village of IrrIETEN, and pro- 
; ceeding thro' a quiet ſhady lane, reach that 
of Dzwevury, (ſo colled, we are informed, 
© from being the burial-place of a hoſt of Daniſh 
F invaders,) and paſs before the retired ſeat of 


4 Thomas Taylor, Eſq. Somewhat farther on you 


have a view of Ogwell-bouſe, an elegant mo- 
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dern building, the reſidence of Colonel Taylor, 
who poſſeſſes ſome curious relics of carved 


work, originally belonging to the Reynell fa- 
mily, and that of Holbeam, whoſe houſe 
once ſtood in the pariſh of Oowerr. The road 
winds from thence, at the foot of hills, bar- 
ren with reſpe& to herbage, but enriched with 
immenſe quarries of marble, ornamented 
with lime-kilns, and crowned with a ſpiry 
obeliſk. Croſſing the river Lemmon, at Checr- 
ricombe-bridge, we enter a moſt delightful vale, 
and having advanced a few yards in the fine 
grove, a charming retroſpect between the trunks 
of the tall trees awaits; — the cottage by which 
we entered, the bridge we have juſt croſſed, 
an orchard behind, the back ground formed by 
a fine coppice of oak, and beyond it an emi- 
nence, on which riſes a ſquare tower, finiſhes 
| the view. The road, with a pleaſing curva- 
ture, continues by the banks of the ſportive 
ſtream, thro' the grove, On the left hand 


the waving wood,” in full luxuriance, ſpreads 
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its rich foliage, and clothes the ſteep from the 


bottom of the dell to its apex ;—on the other 
ſide the ſtream, the ſcene is quite changed, and 
the eye is ſurpriſed at the contraſt ;—a rude 
hill riſes to an immenſe height, out of the bar- 
ren ſides of which grey rocks iſſue, and nod 
tremendous over the murmuring ſtream. Af- 
ter contemplating the rugged ridges and ro- 


mantic ſhape of the abrupt eminences, we may 


almoſt imagine an Alpine ſcene offered to our 


view, and fancy may complete the illuſion, by 
luggeſting the wild Chamois, bounding from 
crag to crag, in the place of the peaceful flock 
that browſe its ſcattered herbage; this grand 
landſcape continnes for ſome diſtance; a lime- 
kiln, with its huge maſs of rock towering be— 
bind, only diverſifying the face of the wood, 
and even increafing both its piturcſque beauty 
and grandeur. The reader will, I hope, par- 
don the egotiſin of the following lines, and ex- 


cuſe the author's partiality for ſcenery, anud 


which he ſometimes enjoys a happy hour. 
D IWrittcn 


IFritten in BRaDLey VAIE. 


FTAIL mades belov'd! where pleas'd my infant feet 
lave often ſtray'd your beauteous ſcenes among, 
Fre yet your hi!ls my artleſs notes did greet, 

Ere yet I tun'd my rude unletter'd ſong. 


Ene yet I knew 1Misforiune's ruthleſs train, 
Exe pale-ey'd Sorrow pour'd her heart-felt tide, 
Or felt the tron family of Pain, 

Or bore the galling, ſcornful glance of Price, 


Tus downy hours flew ſoftly o'er my head, 
And as I wander'd ſportive, chearful, gay, 
New pleaſures ſti!! their balmy influence ſhed, 
And ſtill ſucceeding, chas'd the old away. 


Au! where are now the joys I once did ſhare, 

Say, to what halcyon region are they flown ! - 
Your ſpires, your woods, your vallies ſtill are here, 
The ficeting joys I mourn, alas! arc gone! 


Ir Memory kindly opes her blooming page, 
And holds the faithful tablet to my view, 
Her magic characters my ſoul engage, 

Her devious ſteps my cager feet purſue. 


* "Twas here,“ ſhe points, © beneath this aged oak, 
Our young affociates paſs'd the jocund day; 

Or drew the minnow from the babling brook ; 

Or join'd tumultuous in ſome buſy play. 
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Ur yonider copſe, that riſes from the vale, 
Joyous we toil'd the cluſt'ring nut to gain; 
Or on a feaſt of berries to regale; 

Or cull the noſegay from the flow'ry plain,” 


Au happy days !—what can the world ſupply, 
To recompenſe the ſweet it ſteals away; 

Not Fortune's favours equal bliſs can buy, 
Nor can promotion happineſs repay, 


Tuo' now forlorn,—yet muſing in your glades, 
I cheat ſome gloomy, melancholy care, 

And ſlowly pacing thro' your ſilent ſhades, 
Enjoy that ſacred calm that ſoothes deſpair. 


— 5 — 


Winding up a fteep aſcent, by the ſecond 
lime-kiln, a mort diſtance out of the road, to 
the left, is Broadriige plain, which will amply 
repay a momentary deviation, the ſummit diſ- 


playing 


nin cet he grace 

Of hedge- rom beauties numberleſs ;—ſquare tow'r, 
Tall ſpire, from which the found of chearful bells 
Juſt undulates upon the liſt ning ear; 

Groves, heaths, and ſmoking villages remote.” 


To which we add the gleaming river, which is 
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ſeen gliding with majeſtic pace to its eſtuary; 
the town of Tzi6xxouTn, with its ſhipping ; 
and the broad expanſe of ocean flanking the 
whole. Without advancing from the ſpot that 
commands this proſpect, turn towards the 20%, 
and a complete rural ſcene meets your eye; the 
oppoſite hills, with their projecting rocks, and 
the gazebo on them; the rich incloſures on the 
right; the vale beneath; the wild meanders of 
the Lemon, loſt at length by interpoſing emi- 
nences; and a ſmiling hamlet, encircled by 
orchards, are the principal objects. 

Bradley, to which we now deſcend, is a well 
ſuited companion to the valley in which it 
ſtands, and is, perhaps, the moſt ancient ſeat, 
not at all modernized, in the county. The 
gate -Way is the moſt ſtriking feature externally; 
the arch is ſemicircular, and over it is a Gothic 
vindow ; this ſtile of architecture often occurs 
in ancient cdifices, the heavy Saxon ſupporting 
the lighter Gothic. A chapel, long diſuſed, 
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3 
forms a part of the internal building, The 
whole of the pile is kept in good repair by the 
poſſeſſor, Thomas Lane, Eſq, and perhaps a 


more pictureſque ſituation is rarely to be met 


with, Following the courſe of a mill-ſtream, 
we again enter the ſtreets of NzwToN Busn- 
ELL, and return either to SHaLDON; or, by 


crofling TE16NBRIPGE, proceed on the oppo- 


ſite bank to TEIGN MOUTH. 


| 


Hide from Te16NMouTH to ToRauAT 


The next ride (of about fix miles) will be 
to Toravar, the laſt ſubject of our preſet 
deſcription. Ferrying over to SuxLpox, we 


climb the ſteep aſcent that leads to Stoke com- 


mon, the higher part of which, for divertity of 


proſpect, and a diſcrimination of beautiful ob- 
jets, will be rivalled in few counties. Be- 
youd the common, on the coaſt, lies Mixi- 
COMBE, or Mixxow-compe, where, opening 
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to a ſmall cove, are ſeated, in a moſt ſe- 
queſtered manner, among a few fertile paſtures 
and orchards, half a dozen farm-houſes. Far- 
ther on, and oppoſite a direCtion-poſt, is the 
road to IFhatcombe rocks ; the firſt you paſs is a 
bold perpendicular cliff, channelled and wrin- 
kled by time; round its rugged head the ſtragling 
ivy (its hoary locks) hangs pendulous, in many 
a lengthening line and implicated wreath; 
from hence the vale deſcends rapidly towards 
the ſea, where it ends abrupt. Here an im- 
menſe cliff riſes, whoſe ſummit is fringed with 
bruſh-wood, and mid-way from the ocean ap- 
pears darkling a vaſt cavern, overhung by 
beetling rocks; turning at the bottom of the 
dell, towards the right, you have another view 
of the horrid fiſſure, and in front, ſome de- 
tached rocks, of the moſt ſingular and gro- 
teſque forms; it ſeems to have been a ſpot 
where nature has ſuffered ſome vaſt concuſſion, 
which defaced the ſmooth ſurface of the vale, 
and ſhattercd its rocks into huge fragments. 

Not 
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Not a tree is to be ſeen in this ſolitary pluce, 
its contiguity to the ſea, and bleak expoſure to 
every ſtorm, has checked all vegetation; the 
ivy is the only plant that appears to thrive, and 
the wild genius of the place has traced its 
branchy cluſters with inimitable taſte, and 
blended its deep verdure, with the grey tint of 
the rocks, with a highly pleaſing effect. Re- 
joining the road, we proceed to the hamlet of 
Mary church, the tower of which is a moſt con- 
ſpicuous object for many miles round; the 
road is frequently ſprinkled with cottages, on 
the fronts of ſome of which myrtles ſpread 
in great luxuriance; and a few neat new- 
built houſes, which gives a chearful aſpect 
to the country, The village cf Tor, or more 
properly Tox-Monux, ſtands on an eminence, 
and overlooks part of the bay, The church is 
ſituate under a ridge of rocky hills, in a pleaſing 

D 4 ſecluſion, 


* Near this is Shiphay, the ſcat of the Rev. Thomas 
Kitſon, one of the magiſtrates of the county, ſeated iow, 
and tho" too much ſheltered for modern taſte, yet cor- 
reſponded with that of our anctftors, 
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ſeclufion, ſurraunded by fences of fine elms; 
the hills round Ton are of a remarkable ſhape, 
thro the verdant turf of which many fanciful 
crags projet, ſrom the fammit to the foot, and 
the vales are richly covered with foliage. 
The deſcent to Torxavay particularly boats 
this ſcenery; on the left are ſcen ſome ragged 
conoidal hills, almoſt barren; and on the op- 
pofite ſide the rich groves of Tor ad$cy receive 
the eye. By the turnpike-gate riſes a grand 
quarry of lime rock, with the kiln below; and 
on the right is a regular row of neat cots, with 
each a ſmall garden, waſhed by a brook of wa- 
ter in front; and ſomewhat further on the other 
ſide, are ſeveral modern- built lodging-houſes, 
nearly as pleaſant as thoſe on the beach, front - 
ing a wooded hill, being free from that diſa- 
grccable flat the receſſion of the tide leaves; 
tho' undoubtedly the latter have great advau— 
tages at other times, from the variety of ob- 


jects continually floating in their view, as well 


as ſome tranſient beauties that may not luckily 
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be caught by an accidental walk. The moſt 
pleaſant ſituation is, however, occupied by five 
or fix lodging-houſes, defended from the ſurge 
by a parapet wall, which, interpoſing, pre- 
cludes the view of the naked beach, and admits 
a proſpect of the fleet, when at anchorage in 


Brixham road. The inns are the Crown and An- 


bor, and the London Inn, they are but tolerable, 


1 
D 3 TORQUAY 
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1O0RkQUATY 


W as once the property of Milliam Lord 
Brewer, the founder of Tor abbey; and after- 
wards purchaſed by John Ridgeway, who re- 
ſided here; it now appertains to Sir Laww- 
rence Palk, Bart. Member of Parliament for the 
county of Devon, and George Cary, Eſꝗq. It is 
a pleaſant village, in a ſmall retiring cove of 
TorBAY, which takes its name from the cir- 
cumjacent hills and rocky eminences or tors, 
and was the grand rendezvous of our immenſe 
fleets, during the late war. The whole curve 
of the bay is computed at twelve miles; from 
the extreme point of which (called FHope's Noſe) 
Toravar is about two miles diſtant, ſheltered 
from the violence of the waves by a protruding 


ridge of rocks. 
The 
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The air of this place is in general very ſharp, 
and does not agree, conſequently, with every 
conſtitution ; but in point of romantic beauty 
and pictureſque ſcenery, Tokravay, and its 
environs, are rarely to be ſurpaſſed; and to 
a lover of ſimple nature, (who can diſpenſe 
with crowded aſſemblies, gaming-tables, and 
a train of luxurious refinements,) will afford 
a moſt agreeable ſcjour, during the ſummer 
months, The invalid, alſo, may reſt aſſured 
of finding the lodgings and accommodations 
good, (for a place yet in an infant ſtate) the 
people are remarkably civil, and not addicted 
to impoſitions. The bathing-place is at a 
little diſtance from the village, on a ſoft, ſo- 
cluded, and ſheltered beach, but it furniſhes 
only one machine at preſent. Toravar, be- 
fore the war, as well as other ſea-ports on 
this coaſt, was concerned in the Newfoundland 
trade, which is again reviving with the re- 


tun of peace, 


D 6 WALKS. 
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WALKS. 


One of the many romantic promenades of the 
neighbourhood, will be found north-eaſt of the 
quay, following a foot-path acroſs a field, and 
into a common, plentifully ſprinkled with 
ſhrubs and- furzes, the combination of whoſe 
tints produce an agreeable effect; beneath 
ſtretches the fine bay, to which the various 
ſhipping, and airy ſkiffs, give a charming ani- 
mation; and ſeveral abrupt chaſms, diſcover- 
ing a ſmall beach below, occaſionally vary the 
ſcene. The appearance of Tor abbey from 
hence, is very fine, as well as the whole ſweep 
of the coaſt, terminating in Berry head, beyond 
which the ocean ſpreads its cerulean waves, 
On theſe hills, in the ſeaſon for mackerel and 
herrings, many a ſolitary group of fiſhermen 
may be ſeen, intently eyeing the ſhoals of fiſh 
that approach the ſhore. To diverſify the 


walk on your return, a green-ſward foot-path 


Will take you to a ſequeſtered lane, from 


whence, 
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whence, a few fields diſtant, the ancient 
manor-houſe of Torwood preſents itſelf; and the 


vale opening towards the ſouth, diſcloſes a part 
of Toxavay, in a different (tho' equally as 


pleaſing a) character, from what is cuſtomarily 
ſeen, The water, by the intervention of a 


wooded knoll, is entirely excluded; JWWaldon 
riſes behind, crowned with firs; and the old 


feature of Haytor rock bounds the horizon, 


Walk to Tor ABBEY. 


Aſcending a flight of ſteps, behind a row of 
lodging-houſes, you are led to a very ſteep, 
rugged foot-path, made a little more than half 
way up the hill of W/aldon, whoſe foot is co- 
vered with many huge maſſes of detached rocks, 
and whoſe precipitous ſides are decorated with 


an abundance of pendulous plants and varie- 


_ gated ſhrubs; the view it affords of the quay 


oppoſite, 


OE I — - 
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oppoſite, the remarkable hills beyond, and the 
opening of the bay, is truly beautiful, 


Emerging from this craggy road, the ſmooth- 
neſs of the enamelled meadow is 


« Like velvet neat, 
Soft to the eye and to the feet.“ 


Near the receding angle of the wall that divides 
IValdon, above the foot-path, is an (apparently 
accidental) aperture, over which a large ſtalk 
of ivy has wreathed a fantaſtic arch, thro which 
is ſeen a pretty grotto, covered with moles 
of various tints; this wall bonnds a charming 
inland proſpect, compoſed of the villeg2 of 
Tok, and its ſnuling paſtures, and that curi- 


ons building Tor chapel, perched upon the ſum—- 


mit of a ridge of rocks; it was once an appen- 


dage to the abbey before us, and as it has never 


been deſecrated, nor even applied to the uſes 


of the reformed church, it is fometimes viſited 


by the Roman Catholic crews of ſhips lying in 


the bay. Crofling a lane, we now enfer the 


lawn, 
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lawn, and view the manſion, ſurrounded by 
tall avenues of luxuriant growth; it is a large 
building, conſiſting of a centre and two wings, 
fronting the moſt charming part of the majeſtic 
bay; ToR@UAY no where forms a prettier pie- 
ture than from hence, nor do the ſurrounding 
rocky torrs appear to greater advantage. Berry 
head, and the roadſted for the grand fleet, are 
in full proſpect, with the circuitous ſweep of 
the ſhore; adjoining the weſtern wing is a fine 
caſtellated gate-way, (cocval with the ancient 
abby, that occupied the ſcite of the preſent 
houſe;) fortified with octagonal towers and 
battlements, under the ſemicircular arch of 
which is now to be ſeen the ſculptured arms of 
ſome one of the abbots; beyond this gate-way 
1s the original barn, belonging to the ancient 
monaſtery; it is altogether of a Gothic caſt, 
overſpread with a venerable mantle of ivy, and 
decorated with loop-holes and numerous but- 
treſſes. The Roman Catholic chapel attached 
to the houſe, is ornamented with a ſuperb altar 

and 


} 
| 


C 1 
and paraphernalia, on each fide of which are 
paintings; one repreſents the crucified Saviour; 
the other the bleſſed Virgin. The end of this 
chapel, projecting into the garden, is com- 
pletely veſted with ivy; there are alſo ſeveral 
ruins, clad in the ſame elegant drapery, among 
which we diſcover a large Norman. arch, with 
a {mall one on either fide, richly adorned with 


ſculpture, 


William Lord Bruer, we before noticed, 
founded this abby, in the reign of King John, 
beſtowing upon it conſiderable revenues; his 
ſon greatly added to theſe donations, and, 
among other lands, gave Ileſbam, in chis pariſh. 
William Lord Bruer, the ſecond ſon of the 
founder, dying without iſſue, his poſſoſſions 
were divided among his five ſiſters; and Alicia, 
the youngeſt, bringing to her huſband, Hegi- 
nald de Mobun, Tor; it from that time lot 
the appellation of Bruer, and acquired that of 
Mobun, which it retains to this day. At a 

ſmall 


75 

5 
3 
72 
'F 
7 


( 69 ) 
ſmall diſtance to the ſouth-eaſt, is a ſort of 
rocky iſland, approachable at low water, ſepe- 
rated from a projeQing cliff by the ſea, cor- 
roded by the ſaline ſpray in the upper parts, 
and undermined and excavated by the ſurge 
below ; the looſe ſandy ſtratum has formed it- 
ſelf into rude natural arches, from which you 
have ſeveral charming views; as the rocky pil- 
lars divide the landſcape, Tor abty, and its 
wooded vale, appear to much advantage; but 
the opening towards Toravay is, perhaps, 
more beautiful till, A few yards farther on 
produces another curioſity, of ſomewhat the 
ſame nature, —here, to an immenſe cavern, 
there are three entrances, two lateral, and 
another in front, the roof may be near 30 
feet high, and the length 150 feet; on the 
ſmooth perpendicular face of the back of this 
cave, there is another opening, leſſening in 
ſize as it recedes from the view, exhibiting, 
from the firſt principal entrance, a fine per- 
tpcCive; under theſe cliffs are a number of 


pools, 


(90 ) | 
pools, conſtantly full of ſea water, that contain 


various ſorts of polypi, and other marine ani- 


mals; ſome of the former are of a confiderable 


ſize and ſtriking beauty, exhibiting the vivid 
colours of the fineſt anemone. 


— 


Ride from Toxauay to N EWTON BUSHEL, 
Total 15 miles. 


Taking the road oppoſite the quay, we are 
brought, amid undulating hills, to Torwwoed, 
a fine old building belonging to Sir Lawrence 
Palk, and ſtanding in a very pleaſing fituation 
about half a mile beyond this, a gate, facing the 
road, opens into a ſpacious field, the lower 
part of which, (a coppice) contains that cele- 
brated cavern, Kent's bole, the aperture of 
which is not of any great magnitude, and is 
almoſt ſhrouded in buſhes, As I was, a few 
months ſince, procuring a guide, to explore 

the 
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691) 
the gloomy receſs, (I mention the fact as a cau- 
tion to the unwary) a young naval officer, at- 
tended by a labourer, with a lantern, tinder- 
box, &c, overtook me, who, accoſting me, 
obſerved, if I would accompany him, “ be Boped 
to ſhew me a reſiurrection; at my entreaty he 
explained himſelf, by ſaying that five of his 
brother officers, belonging to a ſhip in the bay, 
had that morning entered the cave, without 
the precaution of taking a guide, and had car- 
ried with them a quantity of portfires, the vo- 
luminous ſmoke of which had extinguiſhed the 
only candle they had; and when their momen- 


tary glare was exhauſted, they were left almoſt 
ſuffocated- with ſmoke, in total darkneſs ; 


having exhauſted their ſtrength and patience 
in fruitleſs efforts to find the way out of its 
dreary intricaſies, they gave themſelves up to 
deſpair; when he, having parted from the reſt, 
guided by his good genius, at length emerged 


into the cheering light of day. Having aug- 


mented our guides, we entered the chaſm, with 
| each 
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each a candle, and cautiouſly proceeded, as it 


was remarkably rough, and would ſcarcely al- 
low ſufficient height to ſtand erect; after a 
ſhort deſcent, it opens into a ſort of hall, more 
ſpacious and lofty; the blaze of our lights diſ- 
ſipating enough of the gloom to expoſe the 
ponderous jaws of many a horrid orifice on 
either fide; our path now became fomewhat 
ſinoother, and permitted us to examine the 
many whimſical petrefactions and incruſtations 
nature had ſecreted in theſe Cimmerian ſhades, 
on the approach of the light to the roof, in- 
numerable gems ſparkled as it paſſed, with 
beautiful radiance. After ſome time, the un- 
fortunate objects of our ſearch anſwered our re- 
peated ſhouts, and, directed by the ſound, we 
found the diſconſolates, ſeated round the mar- 
gin of a limpid pool, (whoſe waters forbad a 
farther diſcloſure of its ſecret receſſes) almoſt 
exhauſted with fatigue, but the happy proſpe & 
of a releaſe, from what they had almoſt con- 
_ cluded would have been their grave, gave them 


new 
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693) 
new animation, and I ſoon had the pleaſure of 


congratulating them on their return to the 


world, from which they had been more than 
fix hours ſecluded. 


Beyond this is Leſham, an ancient houſe, 
formerly belonging to the abbey of Tor; in 
the yard of which ſtands an uncommonly fine 
elm; one of the buildings, much dilapidated, 
from the appearance of a bell, that was evi- 
dently raiſed above its roof, ſeems to have been 
a chapel, From hence we climb a rugged road 
to BABIcoMRBE, and looking down, perceive 
ſome cottages clung, as it were, to every ledge 


that afforded level ſpace enough to ſtand on, 
riſing tier above tier; the ſcenery of this little 


hamlet is uncommonly romantic,—rocks of an 


uncouth ſhape and huge dimenſions, being in- 


terſperſed with the cottages, and ſometimes 
frowning over the roof, or ſupporting the foun- 
dation; below, the chain of cliffs is interrupted 
by a ſmall pebbled beach; and oppoſite 1s the 
ſine 


* 
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fine quarry, known by the name of Pet; 
Toe, producing a beautiful coloured marble. 
Paſſing thro' the village of MARY Cnvxcn, 
a left hand lane takes us to BARTOx CRoss, 


and in a ſhort time to MiIlBER Down, where 
the road divides nearly in two equal parts: an 
encampment, probably firſt thrown up by the 
Romans, and afterwards occupied by the Danes, 
who changed the original ſquare, which the 
Romans uſually choſe, into their own faſhion, 
that of an oval; what ſtrengthens this conjec- 
ture, is a ſmall one higher up, that ſtill retains 
its paralellogramic form, which the Danes, 
poſſibly, never had occaſion to uſe, The proſ- 
pect it commands 


« Of hills and dales, and woods and lawns, and ſpires; 
And glittering towns, and gilded ftreams,” | 


ſhould not be paſſed over in filence, PFroceed- 
ing by Ford, and the I/:dow's Honſes, we en- 
ter the town of NewToNn BusureLL, from 
whence we may explore the beauties of Bradl, 


Vale; and to vary the route, return thro' the 


village 


EEC es IN 


(9) 
village of K1iNGSKERSWELL, by a very pleaſant 


road, to Tor, and from thence, by the church, 
to TORQUAY. 


Excurſion to ComeTon-CasTLE, Berry-Cag- 
TLE, and ToTNEss, from hence, down the 
river DART, o DARTMOUTH, and return tbro 


PA1GNTON, &C, 


Leaving Toravay, we paſs thro' the lower 
part of the village of Tor, and by the gate and 
fine avenues of Torabbey, and having reached 
the firſt hamlet beyond, a right hand lane takes 
us to CockinGToN, by the pariſh church of 
which is a fine ſtone-built manſion, the reſi- 
dence of the Rev. R. Mallock, erected on the 
ſpot where once ſtood a houſe belonging to an 
ancient branch of the Cary family; and from 
thence to Five-lanes turnpike-gate, where we 


deviate from this road, and deſcend to the 


village 


(. 00 +) 


village of Courron, at the higher extremity 
of wl.ich ſtands Compton-caſtle. We find Comp- 


ten- caſtle was, at an early period, given by the 
Lady Alice de Pola, unto Peter, who took the 


name of Compton, from the place; and con- 
tinuing in that family ſeveral deſcents, came 
to the Gilbards, or Gilberts. It is now the pro- 
perty of James Templer, Eſq. and contends with 
Haye's farm, near ExMouTn, for the honor of 
being the birth-place of Sir Walter Raleigh; 
the ſketch given of it excludes the modern al- 
terations, barns, ſtables, &. which, tho' ex- 
cellent of their kind, greatly derogate from its 
pictureſque appearance and grandeur. The 
front, towards the north, with its tower, gatc- 
way, (once furniſhed with a portcullis) and 
machicolations, has a ſtately air, to which the 
Gothic window of the chapel, and the remain- 
ing battlements, greatly contribute. The back 
part of the ruins are very pictureſque ;—the 
venerable ivy, twining round and ſupporting 


the dilapidated walls of the once proud apart- 
| ments, 


— 
- — | — —— . - 
77 * . —— 


Y 
: 
L : 0 * 
PR / 
* 4277 
4 
# 
— 19 
' 4 
FI 4 
Fi 
/ " y 
* 
„ 0 
EASY 
. 
u 
5 * 
* e 7 NaN 


* n . N l 1 n 8 G 4 5.8 „ * of 2 x q Res 
: Ur le i B+ 3 bf 6 5 05 | | | | 
* . 4 * F 
, * 


e 


* ” * * — N Ts << * 7 s 
© 64 7. of | * 


2 
+. 
| 

ug 
17 


597 


ments, gives an awful gloom to the ſpot, 


which even the view of the part inhabited does 
not diſſipate; to our ſurprize, we here diſ- 
cover the remains of a geometrical ſtair-caſe, 
which evidently denotes this curious contri- 
vance to be known by our anceſtors. We re- 
turn from thence thro' the village of MarL- 
Dox, the church of which contains a ſtone in- 
ſcribed to the memory of the before-noticed 


Peter de Compton, and rejoin the turnpike-road, 


from which, about two miles diſtant, a lane 


branching off to the right, conducts us to a 
ſmall hamlet, that very opportunely offers a 


ſhelter for the horſes, and following the foot- 
path, we wind through a venerable wood, that 


ſcreens the ſolemn ruins of Berry caſtle, 


« Which on a dark hill, ſteep and high, 
Holds and charms the wand'ring eye.” 


The gate-way and its tower, of which a ſketch 


is given, are nearly the whole of the remains 


of the baronial caſtle of the De Pomero:!'s, who 


came to ENGLAND with the Conqueror, and 


F. who, 


( 98 ) 
who, for their good ſervices, had no leſs than 


fifty-eight lordſhips beſtowed on them. Here, 
at Berry, did Radulph de Pomeroi ſeat himſelf, 
building this caſtle, which, from its adyanta- 
geous ſituation, muſt have been impregnable 
in thoſe days; it occupies the whole of a pro- 
jecting eminence, that terminates towards the 
north abrupt, at a great height above the glen. 
Towards the eaſt and weſt, the fall of the 
ground is ſo rapid, that it is all but perpen- 
dicular; the only part thereof that was acceſ- 
ſible was on the ſouth, and this was defended 
by a ſtrong gate-way, which was poſſeſſed of 
a double portcullis; within the wall was a 
large quadrangle; but the original ſtructure, 
on every aſpect, (excepting the ſouthern) has 
been ſupplanted by other buildings, and even 
theſe are haſtening to decay. The caſtle, and 
its precincts, were ſold, about the year 1550, 
by Sir Thomas Pomeroi, to Edward Seymour, 
Duke of Somerſet, whoſe deſcendant, Sir Ed- 
ward Seymour, inheriting the caſtle, and his 

| father's 
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father's predilection for the romantic ſpot, be- 


gan a moſt magnificent edifice, within the 
walls, which was never completed, notwith- 
ſtanding the immenſe ſums, tradition reports, 
were expended on it. Berry caſtle may be con- 
ſidered as a ſcene of unrivalled beauty. The 
antiquary and the painter muſt here unite in 
admiration, and the latter might multiply his 
ſketches ad inſinitum, for, in every aſpect, where- 
ſoever he places himſelf, he will mect with 
ſome peculiar diſcriminated beauty; the ru- 
inous walls, and the noble trees that riſe in ſuc- 
ceſſive majeſty up the ſteep aſcent, aſſume a 
new appearance at every turn of the road, and 
the diverſity never permits the attention to 
flag, or the admiration to ceaſe. The ſcreen, 
on the right, as you go down the dell, confiſts 
of hills, nearly as high as thoſe on the oppoſite 


fide, and they are either clothed with fine 


hanging woods, or ſcarred with rough rocks of 


grey-tinted marble. 
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A pleaſant road, of about two miles and a 


half, bring ToTwxess, where, crofling a 


long narrow bridge Wwer the Dart, the tra- 
veller will find a very camfortable hotel, called 


the Seven Stars, 


From Torvrss, a moſt pleaſant water ſcheme 
offers, for ten miles, down the DarT;—on 
every turn of this majeſtic river, a charming 
ſcene preſents itſelf tothe eye;—at ſome places 
taking the appearance of a baſon of water; at 
others, of a long extended lake; the banks fre- 
quently clad with the richeſt veſt of foliage, 
from the edge of the ſtream to the towering 
ſummit; and decorated with ſome of the moſt 
beautiful villas claſſic taſte has erected, until 
we arrive at the rocky ſhores of DarTMouTH. 
This laſt town is ſeated on the ſloping fide of a 
hill, with ſome very romantic eminences op- 
poſite; it contains a few good modern houſes, 
and a number of ancient ones; its ſtreets are 
incommodiouſly narrow, the lower tier of 


houſes 
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houſes having communication with thoſe above 
them by flights of ſteps, In the town are the 
ven-rable walls of an old caſtle, rifing immedi- 
ately above the water; and at the entrance 
from the ſea, it is defended by another caſtle, 
on the walls of which a few cannon are 
mounted. This fort has a very pictureſque ap- 


pearance, together with its neighbour, &.. 


Petrock's church, from the lower part of the 


town, and indeed any part of the harbour. 


Somewhat above, on the cliff's edge, are the 
remains of a caſtleated edifice, ivy clad, and 
much dilapidated, probably built by Judbae!. 
The cliffs and this caſtle form a moſt romantic 
picture from the ſea. We find the amazonian 
proweſs of the females of Danruourn upon 
honorable record, for having beaten back ſom? 
French troops, (who, egged on by the hope of 
plunder, inveſted the place,) and making the 
General, and part of the army their priſoners, 
Ferrying over to KixncswEAR, we remount our 


horſes, and at the ſummit of a hill, nearly two 


415 
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miles from DarTMovuTa, find a road leading 


to Nethway, a very neat houſe, belonging to 


J. Foxwndes Luttrel, Eſq. the proprietor of that 


beautiful ſeat in the north-weſt '6f SouERSET, 
Dunſler caſtle, At the turnpike-gate we branch 
off to the right, and with many a pretty catch 
of the ſea before us, enter the upper (or church) 
town of BRIXHAM, near the higher extremity 
of which, a lane to the left conducts us to that 
curious reciprocating ſpring, called Lay-vell, 
the period of its ebbing and flowing is irregu- 
larly varied, having been known to riſe and fall 
from once to nine times in the ſpace of an hour. 
Brixbam Quay, famous for the landing of Wil- 
tam the Third, about one mile beyond, is the 
moſt populous place, and has a good hotel, — the 
London Jun; — from the circumſtance of having 


been ſo frequently vifited by the grand fleet, it 


has thrived much during the late war. Thoſe 


who are fond of military improvements, will be 
gratified by a vifit to BERRT-HRAD, on which 
(and ſome excellent barracks, forts, batteries, 
* Sc. 
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xc. erected of late years, for the defence of the 
Bay, which before was wholly at the mercy of 
the enemy. 
* 

Returning to the town of BRIxXnau, we quit 
the turnpike road for that of Lupton, enter a 
gate near a lime-kiln, which is decorated by a 
beautiful old aſh tree, and winding thro' ſome 
cultivated fields, to the angle of the garden 
wall, we gain the firſt view of the fine clumps 
and plantations that crown the riſing hills, 
which appear to interſect each other at agreea- 
ble points, and by a handſome gate, enter a 
luxuriant ſhrubbery, that judiciouſly ſcreens 


the out-buildings. Lupton-bouſe is a ſtructure 


of conſiderable elegance, the ſouthern front 


being peculiarly handſome, and ſtands in an 
excellent ſituation, environed by pleaſing emi- 
nences, hung with flourifhing woods, (which 
Sir Francis Buller, Bart, the proprietor, is in- 
creaſing) and well watered vales. We rejoin 


the turnpike, at a ſhort diſtance from the neat 


v illage 
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village of CnursToN, and paſſing the fix- 
mile ſtone, (trom DarTMouTa,) take the right 
band road for Pa16NTox, at the entrance of 
which, a modern built houſe ſtands prettily, 
above the road. Near Paignton church, which 
is itſelf a very handſome edifice, are the re- 
mains of an epz/copal palace, formerly belonging 
to the Dioceſe of Exeter, but alienated by B/hop 
Voyſcy; the gate-way is yet ſtanding, and the 
whole ruins bear evident marks of grandeur, 
particularly a part-exuberantly veſted with ivy, 
to the ſouth-weſt of the church, where the di- 
menſions of a magnificent apartment may be 
traced; the part in the higheſt preſervation is 
uſed as a barn, and thatched; the whole arca 
was encloſed by a wall, battlemented, an: 
adorned with loop holes, at the eaſtern angle 
of which, a tower, built, probably, as well for 
the charming proſpe& it commands of the noble 
bay, as for defence, ſtill 
„Smiles at the tempeſt, and time's ſweeping ſway.” 


The road from thence, thro' luxuriant vales, 


Pernuits 
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permits many a pleaſing glimpſe of the ſwell- 


4 ing tide, intermixed with rural ſcenery ; and 
of we ſoon retrace our former ſteps to Toxavar, 
55 where, having explored 
3 WY The varied view 
Of rocks, amid the ſun-ſhine, tow'ring dark, 
352 Of rivers winding wild; and mountains hoar; 
ng And caftle gleaming on the diftant ſteep,” 
50% we leave the wearied traveller to his repoſe. 
lie 
ar, 
y, 
li- 
be 
is 
ca 
os 
rc 
Or 
WG 


— YN — 
TREWMANS, PRINTERS, EXETER, 


n 


— 41 2 a+ 


